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INTRODUCTION. 

BY THE REV. W. E. BOARDMAN, D.D. 



The gift presented in this book is unspeakable. 
Woold you like to receive it ? 

Then take it^ and thank God for it^ and it is 
yours I 

Do you not see how to do this ? 

Look directly to the Lord Jesus to show you 
how, and He will do it. 

Do you not see what it is ? Ask the Lord 
Jesus to show you and He will not fail to do that. 

Does some insurmountable barrier rise up 
before you ? Is something presented to be done 
which you find it impossible to do ? — some Red 
Sea to cross, some Jordan to pass, some giant 
cities to take or giant warriors to conquer? — 
Look unto Jesus and let Him undertake for you, 
and no sea or river, or stronghold, or mighty foe 
can stop you a moment. 

You purpose reading this book. Do so by 
all means, and God bless you. He will bless you. 
But you must look directly to the Lord Jesus and 
not to the book itself for the blessing, or you 
will certainly be disappointed. Any book is only 
the Lord's speaking tube. H^ tsi\>&\» ^^^&^ 
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tlirougli it, and you must hear His voice or it 
vnH prove an empty sound, a tinkling cymbal. 

The Apostle tells us in Hebrews that Christ 
is ''a Son over His ownhouse, whosehouse are je" 
Some houses in oar day are built with speaking 
tubes leading to all rooms. But they all lead 
from one room; and that is the master's. The 
moment a voice is heard in any room, the ear is 
bent to hear what the master saith. The tube is 
thought of only as the channel. The servant or 
the child listening does not stop to parley with 
the tube or see how it is made, or how it can 
speak— pays no attention to it at all, but listens 
to the voice through it, and that as the voice of 
the master of the house himself. 

You will receive nothing of blessing from 
this or any other book if your mind is taken up 
with the book itself, its merits or demerits. 
Certainly you will never receive the unspeakable 
gift it holds forth unless your waiting heart is 
looking, listening, to the Lord Jesus Himself, 
forgetful of the book even while reading it and 
receiving its blessed truths. Once there came to 
me a brother beloved, saying, " I shall die if I 
do not come into this experience.'' I answered, 
"YoushaUhaveit." 

We sat down face to face, and I told him to 
look away from himself, and from sin, and from 
his own ideas about the experience, and from 
everything else, and look alone unto Jesus. I 
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pressed- liim to let liimself go into the hands of 
Jesus and let himself alone, and to accept Jesus as 
his own, and as his all-suflBcient Saviour. At last he 
exclaimed, " Is that it ? Is that it ? '^ and broke 
forth in uncontrollable ejaculations of joy, and then 
for days together he seemed to be revelHng in the 
boundless wealth of the unfolding preciousness of 
the valley of blessing into which he had come. 
• Not long after this, he gave some account in 
my presence of how it was that the Lord had 
thus enriched him with the fulness of grace. To 
my amazement he seemed almost to have for- 
gotten that I was with him at the time. He 
forgot the tube and remembered only the voice 
of the Lord. He glowingly told how the Lord 
had turned him away from himself and every- 
thing and everybody else, to look unto Him alone, 
and how He then suddenly so manifested Himself 
to his soul that he was all taken up with Him as 
his own all-sufficient Saviour; he repeated almost 
the very words I was speaking to him at the 
moment when he exclaimed, " Is that it ? Is that 
it ? '' and then he turned to me and said, " I was 
I believe in the room with you at the time, was I 
not ?'^ So forgetful was he at the moment of his 
deliverance of everything but his Deliverer. Ah I 
when the Lord speaks there is no room for the 
speaking-tube to glory in itself, nor for him to 
whom the voice comes, is there room to glory 
save in the Lord who speaks. 



vm nrPBODUonoN. 

This, too, is the grand secret of perpetual 
freshness, fulness and progress in the life of &ith 
when once it has been entered upon. 

The Apostle, after telling us that Jesus " is 
a Son over His own house, whose house are we,'' 
adds, if we " hold fast the beginning of our confi- 
dence steadfast unto the end/' That is if we 
walk in the faith looking and listening unto 
Jesus as we received Him. Then he goes on to 
say, ''To-day if ye will hear His voice, harden 
not your heart." Turn not your ear away, listen, 
believe, receive, trust, and obey ; to-day for to- 
day : to-day for the day when to-morrow shall 
come. Day by day, day by day, the same as the 
first day, always turning from everything and 
everybody else to Christ the Lord, leaving all 
for Him, and leaving all with Him, and finding 
all in Him. K we do this, every day will be the 
day of His power, and He will make us willing 
in " the beauties of holiness from the womb of 
the morning," fresh as the dew, even as He 
Himself has ever the dew of His youth. 

This is the rest which remaineth to the people 
of God, and this is ceasing from our own works 
as God did from * His, and we who do this have 
entered into His rest. 

So read the book, and so look to Christ as 
you read, and you will be blessed, and the author 
will have his reward, while you and he will 
delight to give all the glory to the Lord. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 



" Oh, brother I the mere pardon-idea of God is very low. 
*Thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as 
thyself.' The Church is fast asleep on the Bible. It is a 
mere pillow on which they lay their ignoble heads : Jesus 
is unknown. The Cross is veiled. Truth has fallen in 
the street. Oh, brother ! let you and I hope all, expect 
all, claim all, take all that the blood has bought. It is a 
sin, a great sin, to dare to take ought less than God has 
given. Weakness is wretchedness, and ignorance is 
criminal." — W. Lamb. 



" Saviour I though my rebellious will 

Has been by Thy blessed power renewed, 
Yet, in its secret workings still 

How much remains to be subdued.*' 

Charlotte Elliott, 
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A HiGHEfi religious life ! How many among 
God's people are longing to possess it ! Never 
was tlxere more discussion as to its possibility, 
never so many eager eyes looking towards it, 
never sucli anxious inquiries as to its attainment, 
and never so many living witnesses of its blessed- 
ness. Why should men who call Jesus Lord be 
in bondage to sin ? Why may we not consciously 
love Him with all the heart ? Is it necessary that 
doubt shall darken our prospects, fears haunt our 
path, and temptation to wrong cast us down? 
Is there nothing better for a Christian than sense 
of failure with intervals only of joyous victory ? 
And must unrest and self-condemnation be habit- 
ual, and frank filial '^ confidence towards God " 
only come to vanish like days of unexpected 
brightness in a long winter? There must be 
something better than this for children of the 
great King ! It is wonderful how far beneath 
Christian privilege many are living, and how 
difficult it is found to rise into the purer atmos- 
phere of daily assurance. Here axe -s^cyc^j^ -^"Naia.^a. 
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will express the experience of tlioasands ; yet 
they are written by one who has known God for 
years, and laboriously worked in His vineyard : — 
'' I find an enemy exists within my soul, which 
not only alarms me, but renders my life as a 
Christian almost useless. I have many opportu- 
nities for doing good, but I scarcely ever make 
an impression. Indeed I am 

* Weary of life through inbred sin, ' 

At present I have scarcely any desire for secret 
devotion. I want my soul to be filled with love to 
God and man — ^love which will constrain me to 
use all my powers in bringing sinners to Christ ; 
slothfulness, fear and shame have overruled my 
weak desires. I want that spirit which can weep 
and agonize for the souls of men. I want that 
love which will lead me to entire submission to 
God's will. At present I have some fears about 
my future well-being : I fear that I could not 
glorify God if I were called to suffer. I want 
puriiy of heart. It is quite clear that there is 
something in my heart which assents to the 
insinuations of the tempter. I feel very little 
power over temptation : Satan often triumphs oV6r 
me. how my heart has been crushed with 
this load of misery I for the consciousness of 
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its removal ! My soul yearns for the Saviour to 
be glorified in my full salvation. I dare not 
doubt His power to save to the uttermost/' 
Cases hke this are not uncommon. There are 
thousands among God's people to-day who long 
for a life of freedom and rest, but know not how 
to reach it. 

For the sake of a definite understanding, 
let one or two things be now premised. First, 
that the reader is a Christian behever, and that 
with him it is no longer an open question 
whether or not obedience shall be rendered to 
God's requirements. Next, that though brought 
into union with Christ, he is conscious of a want 
of fuller union and more complete abandon- 
ment to His service. He knows himself to be 
living below his privilege, and not only finds evil 
propensities within, but bewails the absence of 
much that, according to God's Word, belongs to 
the Christian character. In his past history there 
have been periods of spiritual torpor from which 
he could not free himself, and conflicts with evil 
in which he has been vanquished ; while a general 
sense of powerlessness has been felt in regard of 
the demands of God's law. It may be that efforts 
towards a better life have been manfuUy -caaAa, 
but have resulted in miBeTa\Ae i-eSVxrc*^, ^o *Oc^s^ 
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thorough disheartenment has been the conse- 
quence. This taken for granted, it must further 
be premised that the reader has a conviction that 
there is in the religion of Jesus something of 
purity, peace and victory far beyond anything he 
has experienced. He sees such a life of holiness 
set forth in the Scriptures ; possibilities of purity 
and power have been revealed during seasons of 
devotion ; and there are within the range of his 
acquaintance men who appear to possess a secret 
of power, a hidden joy and calmness, to which he 
is a stranger. Amid all his discouragements, 
therefore, there has lived within him the hope 
that some day a brighter light would dawn, and 
the mercy of God impart full dehverance and 
perfect rest. 

If this be the reader^s experience, the first 
thing to be noted is the truth of the conviction 
that there is for him a spiritual life higher 
and purer than that we have been describing. 
The conviction is right; for God is holy, and 
it must be His will that His children should re- 
semble Himself ; He is compassionate and loving, 
delighting in the happiness of His creatures ; 
royally rich in mercy, and abundant in goodness 
and truth ; He is almighty, and therefore " able 
to save ; ^' and He is ever near to attend to their 
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prayer and fulfil their desire. The death of 
Christ was designed to provide for, not only the 
forgiveness of His people, but the bestowment of 
purity of character ; of light for darkness ; assur- 
ance and rest instead of doubt ; vigour of soul for 
weakness ; and liberty, peace, and joy unspeakable 
in place of the condemnation and wretchedness 
which are the heritage of transgressors. Further, 
Gk>d requires the service of a heart and life 
whoUy devoted to His will — nowhere lowering 
ffis rightful claims to our guilty weakness j but 
holding out promises of strength to enable us to 
obey them. The great commandment is as 
binding now as on those who first heard it — ''Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy might; " 
(Deut vi. 5 ;) and His ancient requirement stands 
ever in unchanging force — ''Be ye holy; for I am 
holy.'' (1 Peter i. 16.) The Divine Spirit, pro- 
cured for men by the sacrifice and intercessions of 
Christ, is given that He may dwell in the hearts 
of behevers as the mainspring of their life, remov- 
ing the darkness which hides the breadths of duty 
and privilege, and revealing the Eedeemer in His 
fulness of saving grace. He comes in times of 
conflict with assurances of victory, expels evil "b^ 
shedding abroad the love oi GjoQl, «ji^ H^mqs^ 
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establishes within the kingdom from heaven, — ^the 
abiding elements of which are '^ righteousness 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost/' (Bom. 
xiv. 17.) 

There is a higher religious life therefore, 
attainable now : but how to reach it ? That is 
the question to which probably the reader's atten- 
tion has been again and again eagerly given ; to 
return, it may be, with the sorrowful confession 
that he could not grasp the answer. There are in 
the way difficulties which hitherto have appeared 
insurmountable. Foremost in opposition is the 
deeply-rooted power of evil. The old nature 
never reveals its might till the new life is im- 
planted. Indwelling evil arises in appalKng 
energy when freedom is sought from its power. 
Before it, the strongest vows seem weak as yield- 
ing air. Besolutions, made with solemn earnest- 
ness fail when the trial comes, and snap like the 
threads which bound Samson. Old habits, 
dethroned years before, rise once again to claim 
the mastery, and enemies defeated long since 
spring forth in arms again. In these times of 
extremity cries have gone up to God, and in 
response, help has come. The spirit, bruised and 
broken in the strife, has not been overthrown ; 
and many a hearty thanksgiving has arisen to 
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Him who thus has proved Himself the Saviour, 
But the elements of further strife are there. The 
evil is in the grain. It is a body of death to 
which the spirit seems chained, and the sight of 
which extorts the cry '^ Who shall deliver me ? '' 
Peculiar discouragement has arisen from past 
failure. How long this dissatisfaction has con- 
tinued ! How many awakings of the soul 
have there been, as, grasping a promise, it has 
cried, ''I cannot, I will not longer live in this 
coldness and unbelief ! *' There have been re- 
solves and the forth-putting of effort, followed, 
alas, by relapse into the old lethargy. The times 
cannot be numbered in which the spirit has thus 
shaken itself from the dust, resolved to conquer, 
and each defeat has been more disheartening than 
the last, each succeeding effort less vigorous and 
hopeful. Of course all this will rise up the mo- 
ment any man- sets himself to consider God's 
demands. What wonder that he grows sick and 
sad, and weary of striving ? Or, it may be that 
the chief diflSculty is mental. The experience 
longed for is not understood. Views of privilege 
are partial and conflicting. The reading of works 
upon the subject, and conversation with earnest 
men, have failed in placing the truth before the 
mind, and deepened perpVexitj \ia» ^sJJ^cj^^ *^^ 
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endeavour to apprehend it. If tlie will of God 
were only known, and how far it is possible to live 
in harmony with it ! If it were but evident how 
sin is removed from the soul, and what are the 
conditions God has laid down for its removal — ^if 
the whole matter were but placed full-orbed 
before the mind ! 

Difficulties like these taken singly are formid- 
able ; but when presented in collective force before 
a spirit already weakened by failure, is it to be 
wondered that the result is dismay and loss of 
hope ? What then can be done by a soul placed 
between G^d^s requirement on the one hand, and 
an array of difficulties on the other? Is there 
any way of escape ? ''May I with this native 
evil within, with dimness of apprehension, and all 
the discouragement consequent on past failure, — . 
may I without loss of personal identity or change 
of temperament, so rise in religious life that evil 
shall lose its power, grace reign triumphant in 
spirit and conduct, and the facts of the inward 
spiritual life be love, joy, peace and power?'' 
This is the question to which an answer must be 
found, and that answer will turn absolutely upon 
one point — ^What is the will of God ? What is 
His mind. His purpose concerning us ? The 
reader is entreated to turn his thoughts wholly 
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from the contemplation of himself — ^his weakness, 
sinfulness, failures — and to look earnestly at this. 
If the Most High, beholding a soul struggling 
with helplessness and evil, wills that it fight 
only to be defeated, and rise in hope only to 
sink deeper in discouragement — ^then the only . 
course is to struggle on as best it can, and long 
for the end of the strife, in the rest of heaven. 
But if He, knowing all, purposes to rescue us, 
and Himself give victory and peace, there is hope ; 
and if His will to bestow these things be plainly 
declared, then, whatever diiEculties lie between, 
and whatever foes oppose. His will shall be done ! 

God has revealed His will plainly, definitely, 
fully : so that for every believer who desires it, 
there is a way of escape from spiritual unrest and 
failure, from all bondage of evil, into holiness of 
character, victory over sin, constant assurance and 
power; — all within the reach of every child of God, 
and on terms which we may readily fulfil. 

Blessed Spirit of God, Whose temple is the 
believing heart. Who art the Source of light, love 
and power, pity our weakness ; send forth Thy 
light and truth ; and lead our souls in th«* way 
everlasting ! 
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THE CLAIMS OF GOD. 



" The freedom from all wilful sin, 
The Christian's daily task, — * 
Oh, these are graces far below 
What longing love would ask 

" Dole not thy duties out to God, 

But let thy hand be free : 
Look long at Jesus : His sweet blood 
How was it dealt to thee ? 

" The perfect way is hard to flesh ; 

It is not hard to love ; 
If thou wert sick for want of God, 
How swiftly wouldst thou move I 

" Then keep thy conscience sensitive ; 

No inward token miss : 
And go where grace entices thee ; — 
Perfection lies in this." 

Fabeb. 
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If we glance at the mountains of the earth as 
traced in a map^ we are instantly struck with 
their difference of altitude. Some apparently 
insignificant are overtopped by others of greater 
height, while these again sink in comparison 
before others loftier still ; and one mountain peak 
in the Himalayas has the distinction of being the 
highest in the world. Yet, from that point, 
it is a long upward distance to the sky ! There 
exists a similar diversity in human dignities. 
Prom those at the lowest point in the scale, there 
are ascending gradations, till above all rises 
royalty; and we may suppose there is one monarch, 
who is,*in all that makes kingship kingly, at the 
apex of human greatness. But thought must«i» 
begin to take her flight far upward to reach the 
majesty of God ! Above all comparison is His 
position to whom '^ the nations of the earth are , 
but as the small dust of the balance,^' and Who 
reigns '^ far above all principaliiy, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this world but also in that which, i^ \iCi e,cycaar 
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(Bplii.21.) It is inGod^s supremacy that thoughts 
of what is required of us, of what is possible 
to us as His creatures, must take their rise. 
Unless He be to some extent apprehended in the 
unity of His nature and sovereign majesty, the 
sense of obligation will be feeble, and obedience 
lose one of its most effective motives. When He 
gave His ancient people the law from Sinai, not 
only was there seen and heard all that could 
impart impressiveness to the occasion, but He 
said, '^ I am the Lord thy God : ^' setting forth His 
rightful sovereignty before revealing His will. In 
that which is '^ the greatest of all the command- 
ments,'' the preamble is, ''Hear, Israel, the 
Lord our God is one Lord ; '^ then follows, ''And 
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart/' (Mark xii, 29.) Recognizing '' the L^rd 
our God,'' we perceive His relation to ourselves 
to be that of a King, Whose absolute sovereignty 
earthly kingship but faintly shadows forth. To 
Him is due the homage of His intelligent creatures; 
thoughts of Him should be associated with pro- 
foundest reverence; His will once expressed, 
becomes the law, to which instant, full, and 
unquestioning obedience must be rendered, and 
all duty gathers itself within that circle — " This is 
thewiUof God!" 
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To the thought of sovereignty must be added 
another — ^that of ownership. God is our Proprie- 
tor. The apprehension of this lays more firmly 
the foundation of complete obedience. Prior to 
the great dearth which impoverished Egypt in 
the days of Joseph, Pharaoh was indisputably the 
rightful sovereign. The years of famine came ; 
and the people having exhausted their stores of 
com, and sold their cattle and horses for bread, 
came to Joseph declaring that nothing remained 
but their land and themselves. Their own terms 
were accepted ; bread was given them, and the 
whole land and its people became PharaoVs in a 
complete sense — king before, he was lord- 
proprietor now : '' Behold, I have bought you this 
day, and your land, for Pharaoh.^' (Gen xlvii. 23.) 
It is by this twofold right, and in this double 
sense, that we are the Lord^s. He is our King, 
and we are, moreover, in the most absolute sense. 
His property. The claims of our God therefore, can 
mean nothing less than that our whole being, with 
all that appertains to us, shall be absolutely and 
for ever at His disposal. The only honest life 
for a creature is one of unswerving dedication to 
the Creator^s service. Whatever constitutes the 
manhood of tho man — will, affections, desires; 
mental and physical energies, preseivt ^tA IxiJcox^ 
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moments — all must be the acknowledged property 
of God. A slave has no possessions ; all he has 
is his master^s. And everything onr Owner has 
entrusted to us, in life, health, inherited wealth 
or influence ; aU that has been won by courage or 
gained by honourable enterprise ; all upon which 
man may write mine, or which he may hereafter 
possess, are so absolutely the Lord's, that they 
cannot be appropriated apart from His will with- 
out downright robbery. Will the reader pause and 
ask, are these things true ? The question is full of 
importance ; a great principle turns on the answer 
given. Religious life should be one of all- 
embracing consecration to God. Perhaps few 
things are more needed among Christ's professed 
followers than a careful examination of these 
claims of their Lord, and a frank practical avowal 
of their consequences. We speak of our rights ; 
let us fairly and fully consider the rights of Ood ! 
God is supreme : God is one : God is our Lord. 
'' To us there is but one God, the Father, of whom 
are all things, and we in Him; and one Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by 
Him." (1 Cor. viii. 6.) 

Is it needful to insist on the rightness of 
ihese claims ? If we do so, it is not because that 
right is questionable, but that we may receive a 
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stronger impulse to consecration, and resolve on 
an immediate and Hfe-long abandonment of our 
all to Him. 

In the house of a friend our attention is drawn 
to an article on the table, excellent in design, 
beautiful in workmanship, and well adapted to 
its intended use. Of our friend we inquire, 

^^ Whose property is this ? '^ 

^^That is mine/^ he replies. 

^^ Yours ? Will you be good enough to tell 
me by what right you call this article yours ? ** 

^^ By the best right,'* he answers; ^^ it is mine, 
because these hands made it.*' 

His claim is valid. 

Again, here is a beautiful gold watch, jewelled, 
the finest workmanship, a watch every way ser- 
viceable. 

" This is a splendid instrument : whose may it 
be?*' 

^' The watch is mine I " 

^' Yours ? By what right, may I ask, do you 
claim it ? " 

^^ I can make good my claim ; for my own 
money bought it." 

He is right. 

A bright-faced, healthy boy enters the room, 
his eyes shining with future promise. Lai^^xi^^^a 

0*2. 
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hand upon his head, we ask our friend, ''Whose 
boy is this V 

" Mine ! *' he proudly answers. 

''Yours ? May I ask by what right you call 
this child yours V 

" I have reason for so calling him, — I am his 
father!'^ 

And who will question his right ? 

Christian reader, the Most High God claims 
you, and all you possess, for His ovm. In words 
which cannot be misunderstood He demands 
that all your energies be devoted to Him — " Yield 
yourselves unto God I '' Do you ask. 

Why should I be given up to God ? Am I 
not my own ? 

He already replies to your thought — "Thus 
saith tlie Lord that created thee, Jacob, and He 
that formed thee, Israel : I have called thee by 
thy name ; thou art Mine I '' (Isa. xHii. 1.) Are 
His claims again pressed upon you, requiring the 
active service of all your powers ? Is there a 
voice asking, " By what right ? ^' 

Then hear the answer I " Ye are not your 
own : ye are bought with a price : therefore 
glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which 
are God's/' (1 Cor. vi. 19—20.) Hear His caU 
again : He asks a living sacrifice, the dedication 
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of our life. Do you question His right ? He is 
our Father. " Of His own will begat He us 
with the word of truth, that we should be a kind 
of first-fruits of His creatures.^' (James i. 18.) 
'^And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth 
the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying 
Abba, Father.'' (Gal. iv. 6.) 

Do you feel the force of this ? We are 
moved by a sense of right. Even men who rebel 
against the King of kings have in them a sense of 
justice which gives leverage to the appeal of one 
who can say, ^^ You acknowledge that thi^ is right!' ^ 
May we appeal thus to you, child of God ! who 
have known and behoved His love, whose con- 
science has been enlightened by His Spirit, and 
whose will is influenced by His grace ? Will you 
not render your God His whole right ? If we 
refuse to surrender our heart, our life, to Him, 
are we not guilty of robbery ? And ^^ will a man 
rob God ? '' Shall we not rather acknowledge 
the justice of His claims, obey the call of His 
Word, and yield up our whole being to Him ? 

** Meet it is, and just, and right, 

That we should be wholly Thine, 
In Thy only will delight, 

In Thy blessed service join : 
Thou our sacrifice receive. 

Acceptable through Thy Son, 
"While to Thee alone "welwe, 

While we die to Thee 8^cm<^^^ 
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THE VOICE FROM THE CROSS. 



" It is of the nature of holiness to unite with whatever is 
like itself. It flies on eagles' wings to meet its own image. 
Accordingly, the soul, so long as it is stained with sin, 
has an affinity with what is sinful. But when it is 
purified from iniquity, it ascends boldly upward, and 
rests, by the impulse of its own being, in the bosom of 
its God. The element of separation is taken away ; and 
a union, strong as the universe and lasting as eternity, 
necessarily takes place. * He that is joined unto the Lord 
is one Spirit.' " — Upham. 

" I CANNOT wash my heart. 
But by believing Thee, 
And waiting for Thy blood to* impart 

The spotless purity : 
While at Thy cross I lie, 

Jesus, Thy grace bestow, 
Now Thy all-cleansing blood apply, 
And I am white as snow.'' 

Wesley, 
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It is scarcely possible to read the New Testament 
without perceiving its central idea to be the 
atoning death of Christ. That glorious event, 
to which an eternity looked forward and to which 
another eternity will look back has two main 
aspects : one which looks upward to God, and 
another in which, as the motive-power of recon- 
ciUation and obedience, it looks toward man. 
In relation to God, the Atonement threw over 
His attributes such glory, that the Divine 
Father is more honoured through the sacrifice of 
His Son, than if His Son had remained at His 
right hand exalted through endless ages. In 
this chapter we shall contemplate the death of 
Christ in relation to human restoration, and as 
supplying tFd great power of appeal to the heart 
of man. The love of Christ ! He pitied man in 
his wretchedness, ^nd appeared on earth as the 
Deliverer. A life of purity and benevolence 
prepared the way for the grand demonstration of 
His love in the sacrifice of Himself. Two voices 
speak to human hearts from the do^tloL oS. *Saa 
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Cross : the first proclaiming hope to man in his 
condemnation, by the declaration that God is 
reconciled and forgiveness promised ; the second 
appealing for a Hfe of obedience from the motive 
of love. It is with the latter, especially, that we 
have now to do. 

'^ Greater love hath no man than this, that aman 
lay down his life for Hs friends." (John xv. 13.) 

" Ye are bought with a price : therefore 
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which 
are God's/' (1 Cor. vi. 20.) 

'^ For none of us liveth unto himself, and no 
man dieth to himself. For whether we live, we 
live unto the Lord ; and whether we die, we die 
unto the Lord : whether we live therefore, or die, 
we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ both 
died, and rose again, that He might be Lord both 
of the dead and living." (Rom. xiv. 7 — 9.) 

^'For the love of Christ constraineth us; 
because we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead : and that He died for all, that 
they which live should not henceforth Hve unto 
themselves, but unto Him which died for them, 
and rose again." (2 Cor. v. 14, 15.) 

'^ Our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that 
whether we wake or sleep, we should live together 
with Him." (1 Thess. v. 10.) 
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It is evident from these texts that a view of 
the death of Christ would be very partial which 
should regard it as merely the procuring cause of 
our pardon. The design of His death was to pro- 
duce in man the life of self-sacrifice, of which it is at 
once the inspiration and most illustrious example. 
The voice from the Cross calls for full consecration, 
and the motive is love ! Divine wisdom appears 
in the choice of this motive. The tendency of 
the rebellious heart is to harden itself against 
threats of penalties, and had there been no other 
influence in operation than that of Law, Sinai 
might have smoked and thundered till to-day, and 
man would have refused to surrender. But 
human, nature is everywhere susceptible to the 
influence of love. Men whom cogent arguments 
could not move, who seemed blind to the beauti- 
ful and true, and were rendered more defiant and 
stubborn by threats, have yielded all when Dying 
Love has stood and knocked at the door of their 
hearts. What argument can be brought against 
the pleadings of love ? It is when a man stands 
before the Cross of Christ, and in its light beholds 
the extent and justice of the divine claims,* that 
his heart cries, ^ 

" Here, Lord, I give myself away, 
'Tis all that I can do 1 
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Love manifested in deatli. And sach a death ! 
He died not as we liope to die — the smile of 
ieaven cheering us as we descend into the valley, 
and kind words and sympathies mitigating the 
dreadfulness of that from which nature recoils — 
but with the gloom of darkness around, amid 
convulsions which shook the earth, beneath 
burdens of sorrow which crushed the spirit and 
broke His heart, Jesus died. Above, the dark- 
ened heavens ; around. His scofling foes ; within, 
a desolation which wrung from Him the cry, ^^ My 
God! My God! Why hast Thou forsaken Me?'' 
There was in the death of Christ that which is 
true of no other death since through sin it entered 
our world. It was a sacrifice for human guilt, 

*^ By the eternal Spirit made 
An offering ia the sinner's stead." 

In it the offended Divinity took the place of the 
offending humanity, and suffered the penalty due 
to the whole race. 

There is an important connection between the 
intended effect of the death of Jesus, and the &ct 
that it was a sacrifice for all mankind. His life 
is declared to have been given as a '^ransom for 
aU.'' (1 Tim. ii. 6.) He came, '' that He by the 
grace of God should taste death for every man.'' 
(Heb. ii. 9.) A^d lest the universal application 
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should be overlooked, it is written, " He is the 
propitiation for our sins : and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world/' (1 John 
ii. 2.) If the Lord Jesus, in the sacrifice of 
Himself, died exclusively for a portion of the race, 
the remainder being shut out from the benefits of 
His passion, the Divine appeal would have no 
force in regard to some, and in all there would be 
room for the intruding fear— accompanied as it 
has been in the case of hundreds with paralysing 
horrors of dread — ^that J am not one of the chosen 
few. But let the Divine testimony be received 
that for every individual of the race, in the same 
sense, the great sacrifice was offered, and every 
man is open to the appeal — If Christ loved thee, 
and gave Himself for thee, ought not thy whole 
life to be devoted to Him ? . 

The point and power of this appeal lies in the 
appropriation, each man to himself, of the lo\ e 
which led Jesus to death. And can we look at 
His sufferings and say, '^He died for me!'* 
without awakened sympathy and the answer of 
responding love ? Here it is that thousands fail, 
losing the grand Gospel impulse to complete con- 
secration. So many years past since Jesus died, 
and in a land so far away I Can it be possible to 
feel a living, personal interest in that death ? It 
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is only when the soul steadily contemplates its 
whole array of saA circumstance, and looks at the 
sufferings and the infinity of love which caused 
them, feeling, '^All this immensity of anguish 
the Son of God endured for me!^* — ^it is then 
that the force of the conclusion is felt, that such 
love demands as its appropriate response, the 
surrender of the hearths whole affection, the dedi- 
cation of the whole energy of life. 

Let us each for himself listen to the voice 
from the Cross. As if no other rebellious man, 
guilt-covered and doomed, needed atonement — 
Christ died for thee ! As the sun, rising to-day, 
gives joy to the eyes of millions, but would 
dispense the same wealth of light were there 
but one man to behold it — so has Jesus died 
for each as though he alone needed the redemp- 
tion. Here a whole infinity oi. redeeming love 
speaks to a single heart. The love manifested in 
the death of the cross stoops in tenderness this 
moment and asks in return, ^^that, whether we 
wake or sleep we live together with Him.'' Is it 
possible that we, loved, redeemed, saved, can 
refrain, as we stand by His cross, from the 
utterance, 

" Love 80 amazing, so divine, 

Demands my life, my soul, my all ? " 



THE VOICE FROM THE GBOSS. 81 

As we listen to the teacHngs of the Cross, 
we find the just claims of God re-affirmed, but 
with new and more powerful motives. That 
which comes between us and their fulfilment is 
called evil. The soul of evil is selfishness; and 
the design of Christ's death was the dethrone- 
ment of self, and the restoration of the rightful 
Lord to the kingdom of the heart. The opposing 
principle has many forms. It has spread itself 
in infinite ramifications throughout the breadth 
and length of our being. Sometimes it is rebel- 
Hon which dares to say ^^ I will! '^ to the command, 
" Thou shalt not ! '' and " I will not I '' to the 
Divine ^^ Thou shalt ! '^ In guise of an independ- 
ent spirit it declares, ^^ We are lords ; we will 
come no more unto Thee ! ^' (Jer. ii. 31.) It is 
manifested in self-interest and self -gratification. 
As love of reputation it is to many a god, in 
whose name they have been led to deeds of 
generosity and valour ; and in ugher shape it is 
known as covetousness. In all forms it is con- 
demned by the voice which speaks from the cross. 
^' That they which Hve should Hve not unto them- 
selves.^' ^' For none of us liveth unto himself.*' 
The Cross teaches that selfishness is a root of 
bitterness, and that the follower of the Crucified 
is one who denies himself. The self-principle 
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must be detlironed, and for Ms Saviour the 
disciple must be prepared to suffer ; to rejoice in 
that which the flesh abhors ; to sustain joyfully 
the spoiling of his goods, and to part, not only 
with wealth, but "for His Name's sake/' even 
with that "good name'' which is "better than 
riches." Professors of Christ's rehgion find 
easier ways now-a-days I But by whose authority 
has the requirement been honoured ? Even 
to-day, as of old, it is true, ^^ If any man come 
after Me, and hate not (love not less) his father 
and mother, and wife and children, yea, and his 
own life also, he cannot be My disciple. And 
whosoever doth not bear his cross and come after 
Me, cannot be My disciple." (Luke xiv. 26, 27.) 
The full influence of the Cross on us is death to 
our selfishness. The whole question is one of a 
man's centre — self or Christ ? The voice of a 
crucified Eedeemer speaks in language most 
unequivocal that we must not live unto ourselves. 
It declares in sternest intolerance against any 
rivalry in heart or life. All must be consecrated 
and employed for Him. We are familiar with 
the idea of a ruling passion — ^a leading, master- 
purpose which inspires and controls a whole Hfe. 
If the passages at the beginning of this chapter 
teach anything, they teach that the love of a 
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believer toward his Saviour must rule with the 
strength of such passion, filling the whole nature, 
swaying the whole life. In Paul the Apostle we 
have a stimulating example of this. From the 
hour that he came under the full influence of the 
love of Christ, his entire being was caught up and 
carried forward by an impulse which ceased not 
while life lasted. And thus must we live : '' the 
love of Christ constraineth us.^' The central prin- 
ciple once established, the consecration will cover 
the whole life. As the dew in early morning rises 
from all places where it rests, to meet the sun, so 
will the inward affections and outward conduct 
ascend as an oblation " unto Him.'' All business, 
all social life, all recreations will become holy. 
Nothing will be too great in toil or sacrifice to be 
done for Him ; nothing too small to receive the 
inscription of His Name. It will no longer be, 
" Can I do this and that and retain my religion ?" 
but, ''Can I do this in the Name of the Lord 
Jesus, and for His sake ? '' 

" Henceforth unto Him I '' There is the demand 
which Calvary imposes. The whole present and 
future dedicated. The water breaks from the 
spring in the far-away hill, and begins to run, as 
if its tiny rivulet cried, " To the sea ! " The 
brook, miles below, has become a stream, and its 
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course is still onward, " To the sea ! '' Then a 
broad river rolls along, bearing ships on its bosom, 
and moves proudly ^^ to the sea : '' every inch of 
its long course, from distant mountain to ocean, 
true to its original impulse. Thus should be the 
life of those for whom Jesus died. ^' Unto Him ! '' 
Morning, noon and night ; in youth, manhood, old 
age ; in poverty, competence, wealth ; in health, 
sickness, death, ^'henceforth unto Him which 
died for them and rose again.'' In few words, 
therefore, we may gather up the teaching of the 
Cross of Christ, in regard to our individual life. 
Excluding living for self in all its forms, it 
demiands that our life be spent 

Only to Christ, Wholly to Christ, 
Always to Christ. 



CHAPTER IV. 



THE POINT OP SURRENDER 



i>a 



^ Lord, I make a full surrenderi 

All I yield to Thee ; 
For Thy love, 80 great and tender, 
Afiks the gift of me. 

'' Lord, I bring my whole affectioni 

Claim it for Thy own ; 
Safely kept by Thy protectioni 
Fixed on Thee alone. 

'' Lord, my will I here present Thee, 

Now no longer mine ; 
Let no evil thing prevent me 

Blending it with Thine. 

/* Lord, my life I lay before Thee, 
Hear the sacred vow I 
All Thine own I now restore Thee, 
Thine for ever now. 

^ Blessed Spirit 1 Thou hast brought me 

Thus my all to give ; 
For the blood of Christ has bought me 
And by faith I live.** 

C. W. L, CHBiSTiEir. 



THE POINT OP SURRENDER 

Two forces have been named as operating in 
impelKng men to full consecration, the forces of 
right and of gratitude; and to an enlightened man 
the alternative will be, — " Either I must yield all 
to God, and live out my life henceforth for ELim, 
or go forward into the future convinced that I am 
wronging Him, and keeping back from Christ 
that which His death demands/' But full conse- 
cration appears so great and difficult ! Possibly 
the life till now has been upon a lower plane, 
actuated more or less by lower motives. Certain 
modes of life have become habitual, and from 
the multitude of every day circumstance there 
is no escape. Complete separation from the 
worries and routine of business, and entire dedica- 
tion to God appear compatible, indeed, but to live 
on, in the midst of these entanglements, a life 
which shall be a daily sacrifice to Him, seems 
impossible. But it must be possible for any man 
to be what God expects him to be,- and through 
His mercy, provision is made to meet all forms of 
need. The real point at issue is not one of 
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possibilities, but of willingness to fulfil God's 
acknowledged claims. Are we, before God, really 
willing to be fully His? If so. He will meet 
us at the point of wiUingness, and Himself 
imdertake all the rest. He will reveal what 
His requirements are, will show the life of 
entire devotion, and supply the power to live it ; 
will make the way plain, and give ability to walk 
in it. It must be said that the real obstacle 
usually is an unwiUingness to bring the matter to 
an issue, and to allow God, in healing the soul's 
disease, to follow His own method. What Christ 
requires of one who has the conviciaon that full 
consecration is a duty is, the submission of the will. 
Not, as is commonly supposed, the craning up of 
determination to a point of intensity which shall 
make consecration possible, followed by a labo- 
rious efEort of will to "keep all on the altar.'' 
Altogether another thing! That maybe repre- 
sented in the action of a man toiling with his oars, 
against wind and tide to bring his craft into port : 
the submission really required, by that of one who 
confides to a skilled pilot the name of his desired 
harbour, and resigns to him the steering of the 
vessel. God* requires not prodigious efforts of 
will, long continued and wearying : He asks 
willingness to fulfil His requirements, and faith 
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whicli leaves the conduct of the whole business to 
His wisdom and love. Often there is a struggle, 
occasionally one terribly severe, but it is mainly 
to yield the will. It is frequently found at tliis 
point, that some single thing stands between the 
soul and its complete submission to Christ, and that 
one thing becomes — as Hugomont at Waterloo — 
the key of the whole position. The test-matter in 
some cases is something apparently trivial, perhaps 
simply questionable, or almost the last thing 
likely to become a battle-ground between Christ 
and self. An illustration of this is found in the 
case of a Yorkshire farmer, well known to the 
writer, whose story is here given from memory, 
as it was heard from his lips. He was living at 
the period of which we write, in the South of 
England, and had been for years in the enjoy- 
ment of religion. A man of considerable mental 
power, well edacated, kind and generous in 
disposition. Those who knew him would have 
noted as his chief characteristic, a singular energy 
of will, very likely, unless properly trained, to 
take the form of obstinacy. His farm was at 
some distance from the place of worship, but he 
was among the most regular of the- congregation. 
The question of holiness having been a subject of 
conversation, we lent him a Uttle book by Mrs. 
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Palmer — " A Present to my Christian Friend on 
Entire Devotion to God/' He commenced read- 
ing the book one Sunday afternoon, and conviction 
of the duty of entire consecration so took hold of his 
mind, that, returning from chapel in the evening, 
he finished it, and, with characteristic decision 
resolved that he would not sleep till he had made 
the surrender and received the assurance that the 
ofEering was accepted. Supper over, and prayers, 
he retired to his parlour, and fell upon his knees 
to pray. Midnight found him still pleading with 
God. The Spirit then whispered within him 
*' Will you give up all ? " He believed himself 
willing; but when the question was presented 
" Will you preach if God requires it ? '' he had to 
pause. The matter of speaking in public had 
been his greatest cross; and now, he saw the 
question must be decisively faced. He yielded 
after a struggle with himself, and felt, as he said, 
that tlmt was out of the way. He returned to pray, 
when another question presented itself with 
peculiar vividness before him : Would he gather 
together his men before the day's work began, 
and read and pray with them ? He felt peculiar 
repugnance to such a course, and mentally 
resolved to turn his thoughts from it, and press 
his request for assurance. But nol As if a 
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roice spoke within him^ '^ The servants I the ser- 
vants I " the question was interposed like a 
barrier between his prayer and God. Once more 
he yielded; detem^eJ on doing whatever the 
Spirit required. Then^ almost immediately^ came 
into his soul light and peace ; he saw his sacri- 
fice accepted; an3. joyously entered into rest. 
The change was manifest throughout his conduct^ 
and his friends knew him as a re-converted 
man. 

There are vast differences in temperament; 
and in the circumstantials of conversion almost 
infijiite variety of detail is found among those who 
can say, '' We know that we have passed from 
death unto life.'' It is thus with the decision- 
point in full consecration. Persons of naturally 
strong will usually attain the result only after 
severe mental conflict: with others^ the submission 
is accomplished with almost imperceptible gentle- 
ness. Many have been hindered by assuming 
that each one must have an experience resembling 
that of some-one else. The vital point is, that the 
will be given up, in submission to the will of 
God. Here is another example. The writer of 
the following letter is a domestic servant, for 
years a consistent member of the Church, and 
who has won the esteem of the Christian lady 
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with whom slie resides. In a letter to a former 
pastor slie expressed strong desire for full con- 
formity to Christ's image^ and spoke of difficulties 
which were encountered in seeking it. In reply, 
God's way of simple faith was pointed out, and 
shortly after she wrote the following : — 

" 1 feel so thankful for what the. Lord has done 
for me, that I feel it my duty to write and tell 
you. But, 'Where shall my wondering soul 
begin ? ' 

' Mj heart is full of Christ, and longs 
Its glorious matter to declare.* 

But I cannot find any words to express what I 
now feel and enjoy. When I wrote to you before, 
my religious experience was very, very low: 
indeed I was not living, I was merely dragging 
out an existence : but the goodness of God did 
not leave me thus. The Lord opened my blind 
eyes aud showed me just how I was walking, and 
I felt I could not live any longer at that poor 
dying rate; and I just set to work to tiy and 
make myself better ; and of course I failed alto- 
gether. I thought. It is no use : other people 
may be holy, but it is not for me. Ah I I forgot 
it was all my blessed Saviour's work from begin- 
ning to end. Well, when I read your letter^ it 
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seemed to put everytMng in a new light. I 
received it as coming direct from the Lord. I 
am quite sure it was the means the Lord used to 
convey the glad tidings to me. I went straight 
to the Lord, and gave myself away entirely to 
Him. I felt if I had ten thousand hearts I would 
not wish for one little comer away from Him. I 
had often tried to do this before, hut one thing I 
could not give up : I thought it was not sinful, but 
the Lord always laid his finger upon that one 
thing ; and I used to say, 'All but that. Lord ! ' I 
see now I was not willing, and the Lord was not 
likely to do it against my will. Well, when I 
came the last time, I was willing to give up 
everything, and I said, 'Everything, Lord, it is all 
that I can do */ and the joy and peace that came 
into my soul is more than I can describe. The 
enemy would often tell me it is all fancy, but I 
feel now that I am not my own. I belong 
entirely to Jesus, and I am sure He does accept 
me — ^bless His dear Name I I feel I have need to 
watch and pray every moment, but it seems quite 
easy now, because it is no longer I, but Christ 
living within me; so, that it is impossible to be 
anything else but happy.*' 

The reader's special attention is asked to the 
statement in italics. Here is illustration of the 
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fact that the test of willingness is sometimes 
some one thing, the retention of which grieves 
the Holy Spirit, while in its surrender all is 
yielded. At the transfer of a house from one 
tenant to another, or when, at the expiration of a 
lease, it reverts to its owner, the symbol of 
transferred possession is the giving up of the key. 
The party receiving the key takes the responsi- 
bility of possession. This is what God asks. 
We are required to give up our will to Him, since 
with the will the whole man and all he possesses 
are surrendered, henceforth to be considered ffis 
property. 

Let each now ask himself the question. 
Why should I not be fully the Lord^s ? His 
work to-day needs consecrated men and women, 
of all degrees of ability : the Church needs such 
to fill her oflBces, and give inspiration and power 
to her machinery ; and may it not be added, that 
in these days of conflict with evil, the Most High 
, Himself looks down to find among His followers 
men of wholly-devoted heart and life ? " Who 
then is willing to consecrate his service this day 
to the Lord?'' (1 Chronicles xxix. 5.) The 
citizens of Calais in a siege long ago were com- 
pelled to send an ambassage to the English king 
asking on what terms their surrender would be 
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accepted. The messengers returned from audi- 
ence with the monarch to give his decision that 
if six of the citizens went forth to die for the rest^ 
the people should be spared from the threatened 
slaughter. In the presence of thousands of 
brave^ haggard^ hunger-bitten men^ these terms 
wei^e made known, and instantly a voice from the 
crowd cried, " I will go for one I *' ^' And 1 1 '' 
''And I !*' was repeated by many others. And 
this, though it was to death ! The appeal is made 
to you, reader, are you willing now to die to sin ? 
Will you volunteer to give yourself to Jesus? 
Will you consecrate yourself to Him who has 
loved you, and died for you ? It is not to 
physical death that you are called, but to more 

abundant spiritual life ! Shall not your heart 

• 

now meet His call with a responsive I will ! He 
waits this moment for your answer I 

** Lord, in the strength of grace, 

With a glad heart and free, 
Myself, my residue of days, 

I consecrate to Thee. 

** Thy ransomed servant, I 

Bestore to Thee Thy own ; 
And, from this moment, live or die 
To serve my God alone.*' 



CHAPTER V. 



A definite: experience. 



" Thb witness of the Spirit is clear and distinct. It is 
as clear in the mind of the peasant as in that of the 
philosopher ; the youth receives it as readily as the 
man of years ; the servant apprehends it as clearly as his 
master." — ^Macafbe. 



" What we have felt and seen, 

With confidence we tell ; 
And publish to the sons of men 
The signs infallible." 

Weslst. 



A DEFINITE EXPERIENCE. 

The will yielded : what next ? The inquirer will 
naturally ask^ What is rbow possible to me in 
Christian privilege ? To seek what is not prom- 
ised were presmnption, and it were f oUy to rest 
below what is attainable. On this point several 
misconceptions prevail. One is that the higher 
forms of religious life are peculiar to certain types 
of natural disposition; whereas they are found 
associated with all divel*sities of temperament. 
In some the blessedness is joined with solemn 
seriousness^ in others with a cheerfulness which 
is irrepressible ; in one it is conjoined with un- 
resting energy of will, in another with softened 
gentleness. The Lord saves men one by one, 
sanctifying all peculiarities of character, — as sum- 
mer flowers, different in form and fragrance, 
derive their beauty of various colour from the 
same sunhght. Again, it must not be imagined 
possible to reach a condition of freedom from 
imperfection, and temptations to evil. If we look 
for a state of self-complacent repose in which 
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there shall be nothing within us to occasion shame 
and grief, and nothing from without shall disturb, 
we shall surely find our mistake ! The highest 
state of grace on earth is one in which its possessor 
is fuil of imperfections ; we have " this treasm^e 
in earthen vessels/^ and complete restoration to 
the perfection from which Adam fell is reserved 
for the heavenly state. We may be, in the New 
Testament sense, " perfect /* (Matt. v. 48; 1 Cor. 
vii. 1; Phil. iii. 15;) but it is only in the Christian 
sense — ^perfection of love, co-existent with an ever- 
deepening sense of utter nothingness before God. 
Nor are we warranted in expecting continued 
ecstacy. The actual transition from desire to 
realization is often accompanied, as in conversion, 
with prevalence of joyous emotion; but the antici- 
pation of continued and highly-wrought feeling is 
sure to be disappointed. The promise is of life, 
not rapture ; plirity and love, not transports. The 
earth needs her autumn and winter days as well 
as the sunny brightness of June. It is import- 
ant also to discriminate between what is held out 
as present privilege, and that maturity of Christian 
character which is the result of years of discipline 
and growth. The two things are distinct: the 
present privilege being a condition in which the 
growth of the soul in grace shall be freed from 
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embarassing impediments. Let two cliildren be 
supposed^ the same in sex and age^ but differing in 
ihis^ that one is healthy and the other diseased. It 
will be seen in the course of months that^ while 
each has gprown^ in the case of one advancement 
has been retarded- by disease^ while in the other 
the development has been perfect. The blessing 
which a Christian may now have is restored 
health of soul; possessing which we shall hence- 
forth grow to any degree of possibility, in grace, 
knowledge, and love. The life of hoUness is not 
the end of the course, but a higher path of 
progress. Here is a road we know well, the 
centre of which is uneven ^th ruts and patches 
of stone. By its side runs a raised causeway, 
smooth and firm. The traveller may take his 
choice between the higher and lower way. Even so 
in the one highway to heaven there is a lower path 
in which doubts and fears hinder, and easily- 
besetting sins prove ''stones of stumbling.^^ 
But for the comfort of travellers to Zion a higher 
pathway has been prepared by the King. Here 
progress is not only pleasanter but more rapid, 
''and the redeemed of the Lord shall walk 
there ! '' May we grasp the Saviour^s offered 
hand, and respond to His loving call "Come 
up higher ! '' 

12. *! 
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For this is the w31 of God, even your sancti- 
ficafcion/^ (1 Thess. iv. 3.) 

''The Lord thy God will circumcise thine 
heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, 
that. thou mayest live. (Deut. xxx. 6.) 

''Herein is our love made perfect, that we 
may have boldness in the day of judgment : because 
as He is, so are we in this world. There is no 
fear in love ; but perfect love casteth out fear : 
because fear hath torment. He that feareth is 
not made perfect in love. We love Him because 
He first loved us.'' (1 John iv. 17—19.) ' 

" For we which have believed do enter into 
rest, as He said. There remaineth therefore a 
rest to the people of God. For he that is entered 
into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own 
works, as God did from His.'* (Heb. iv. 3, 9, 10.) 

" That He would grant unto us, that we, being 
delivered out of the hand of our enemies might 
serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteous- 
ness before Him, all the days of our life.'' (Luke 
i. 74, 75.) 

. "Having therefore these promises, dearly 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthine^s 
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God/' (2 Cor. vii. 1.) 



A DIPINITB SXPERUENCS. 53 

The central principle of the promised experi- 
ence i& love, pervading the inward man, ruling 
the outward conduct. Perceiving the length and 
breadth of the Divine requirements, we may have 
* experienced a bewildering sense of difficulty at 
their number and strictness, and in conscious 
feebleness have asked. How is it possible to keep 
in mind all these, and fulfil them ? The answer 
from the Word is, that all things are possible to 
faith, and that in love all commandments are f ul- 
filled. The whole law is gathered up by its 
Author in two commands, the substance of which 
is LOVE. There are among God's people men of 
imperfect love, whose consciousness attests two 
facts : '' I know I love God ; and, I know I do 
not love Him with all the heart.*' Doubt, and 
its companion, fear, are the results ; and a prac^ 
tical illustration of the truth, 'Tear hath tor- 
ment; he that feareth is not made perfect in 
love.'' How many sincere Christians never rise 
to an experience beyond this ! The promise to 
every one is, that love shall so fill the heart as to 
expel whatever is antagonistic to itself, and the 
experience be, ^' Herein is our love made perfect." 
The moon in its early appearance shows a half- 
circle of light, with the outline of its dark body 
just visible : at full-moon the darkness' is replaced 
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by clear, full-orbed light. Thns is it with " love 
made perfect." The holy light dwells in hearts 
which contaiii remains of djarkness; but when 
love fills the spirit, the gloom of evil vanishes, 
and the soul, through its whole capacity, is '' light 
in the Lord." 

Then follows inward rest, — Sabbath in the 
soul. The toil of endeavour ceases, and the 
peace of Christ becomes all-pervading. ''Peace 
I leave with you; My peace I give unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled." (John xiv. 27,) 
it is a mistaken idea which connects the life of 
full sanctification with a continual straining of 
efEort to ''keep the blessing." It is nothing of 
the kind ! " We which have believed do enter 
into rest." Enter into rest! Let the reader 
mark that well. It is not something grasped by 
agonized effort, and held in trembUng carefuhiess 
lest it be lost : it is a coming out of dim twilight 
into the broad sunshine, and onward " walking in 
the light." Who trembles lest the light of heaven 
should fail f The life of rest has been described 
in contrast to that of meritorious endeavour by the 
difference between a man in the water, struggling 
for life, and that of one whose presence of mind 
enables him to fold his hands and float I True 
rest comes by ceasing from all confidence in our 
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endeavours^ necessary as they are declared to be 
for the mortification of the fleshy and trusting 
simply always to the power of Jesus. 

" Because I now can nothing do, 
Jesns do all the work alone." 

'' Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose 
mind is stayed on Thee : because ho trusteth ip 
Thee.'' (Isaiah xxvi. 3.) 

But this promised privilege is more than ex- 
perience of rest. Holiness of character will bo 
the practical outward expression of the love of 
God -perfected. . The Holy Ghost, received into 
the heart in connection with consecration and faith, 
will manifest His presence by that ''fruit of the 
Spirit,'' which is '' love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance." (Gal. V. 22, 23.) Pure love within will 
work its own way in energetic goodness of life. It 
is possible now to live without sin I The directions 
contained in the Sermon on the Mount, and in the 
apostolic Epistles will be no longer regarded as a 
standard to be admired and attempted, but never 
realized, but as lines along which the soul's 
affections and purposes deUght to run. Love will 
thus be the fulfilling of the law. And the privilege 
reaches further even, than blamelessness of charac- 
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ter ; the full dominion of divine love will result in 
ardent loyalty to Christ, and self-sacrificing 
labours for the salvation of men. The Church 
-questions coming to the front are, How shall the 
needs of a world lying in the wicked one be met 
by supplies of zealous labourers ? How shall the 
sanctification of the wealth, business-talents and 
influence of the Church membership be accom- 
plished ? How shall hosts of living witnesses be 
secured in the every-day circle of domestic, 
social, and commercial life, who - shall walk so 
holily as to illustrate, while they zealously advo- 
cate, the claims of religion ? Perfect love in the 
heart will produce these things as the tree pro- 
duces fruit. God works from the inner to the 
outward. He fills men with an all-absorbing love 
of Himself, which must show itself in doing His 
whole will. It were wrong to say that the fully- 
consecrated heart, inspired with pure love, ought 
to devote its energies to Christ ; ought to lay its 
gifts on the altar of sacrifice : it vnll do it I Let 
there be an inward nature transformed by the 
presence of love, and the , outcome will be a 
Ohrist-Uke life. '^Make the tree good, and his 
fruit good.^^ 

Let the fact be now considered ihat this ex- 
perience of rest and power is attained by faith in 
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Christ. It is the mistake of thousands to regard 
it as a prize . gained by laborioos self -improve- 
ment^ instead of a gift bestowed for the sake of 
Christy and as a result of faith in His Name. 
The first manifestation of fedth is in an appre- 
hension that such an experience is promised : it 
next inspires the seeker to earnest prayer and 
self-cmcifixion^ until the pain of resisted inward 
evil becomes almost unbearable^ and the seeker 
is ready to say^ 

" 'TiB worse than death mj God to lorey 
And not my God alone.*' 

Soon it takes the form of confident hope that the 
word of promise will be fulfilled ; and rises into 
full assurance as it just now receives the erace 
God is ^itiug to bestow. 

^ *Ti8 done : Thon dost this moment save, 
With f oU salyation bless I " 

'' What things soever ye' desire, when ye pray, 
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have 
them.^^ (Mark xi. 24.) This faith which brings 
fall salvation cannot in itself be difficult ; for has 
not Christ but one method for the young, the aged, 
and the poor, as well as for others ? Its nature 
is a persuasion that Qod has promised certain 
ibin/rs, and can and does fulfil His word. Let tho 
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question then be asked, Am I desirous of this 
definite experience of love, rest, and purity? Do 
I then believe that the death of Jesus has 
purchased this, and that it is actually promised ? 
And do I believe that if I resign my will and 
trust Him as required, the blessing will be mine ? 
What more is necessary ? Here is the point at 
which faith must become definite trust. The 
seeker knowing all this, must trust Christ's word, 
and believe that He does the work.. Let him 
pause and think, ''There is the blessing I need: 
purchased and promised: Christ, who died to 
'redeem me from all iniquity,' declares, 'I will 
give you rest/ I take Him at His word ! I will, 
I do, now believe/' Let him go on believing, 
refusing for tiny reason to cast away his confi- 
dence, and the joy of full assurance will certainly 
be his. " The Lord,[Whom ye seek, shall suddenly 
come to His temple, even the Messenger of the 
Covenant, Whom ye delight in : behold. He shall 
come, saith the Lord of Hosts." (Mai. iii. 1.) 
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A NEW COVENANT. 



*' Promises are like the clatbes we wear^ If there be 
heat in the body to warm them, they warm us ; but if 
there be none, they ffve none. So where there is living 
faith the promise will afEord warm comfort, but on a dead, 
unbelieying heart, it lies cold and ineffectual. : it has no 
more effect than pouring a cordial down the throat of a 
corpse. The promises do not throw out comfort as fire 
throws out heat ; for then we should only need to go to 
them in order to be wanned ; their heat is like the fire in 
the flint, which must be struck out by force, and this 

force can only be applied by faith." — Gurnall. 

• 

" The steps of Faith 
Fall on the seeming void, and find 
The rock beneath/* 

Whittier. 



A NEW COVENANT. 

'' Behold^ the days come, saitli the Lord, when I 
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah : not according to 
the covenant that I made with their fathers in 
the ' day when I took them by the hand to lead 
them out of the land of Egypt; because they 
continued not in My covenant, and I regarded 
ihem not, saith the Lord. For this is the cove- 
nant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, saith the Lord : I will put my 
laws into their mind, and write them in their 
hearts : and I will be to them a God, and they 
shall be to Me a people : and they shall not teach 
every man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, saying, Kiiow the Lord ; for all shall know 
Me, from the least unto the greatest. For I will 
be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their 
sins and their iniquities will I remember uo more.^' 
(Heb..viii. 8—12.) 

We understand by a covenant a solemn com- 
pact between two parties, by which each party is 
bound to do certain things. In considering the 
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covenant of God^s mercy to man, we must dismiss 
all thoughts of a bargain between parties on equal 
terms ; for when, in treating with man who merits 
His wrath, the Lord not only gives promises, but 
condescends solemnly to bind Himself, it is 
simply grace upon grace ! The whole covenant 
is gift and promise ; and as it is placed in con- 
trast with a former dispensation, we shall do well 
to note the difference between the old and the new. 
The first covenant was that made with Israel 
shortly after the deliverance from Egypt ; the new 
is that given to God^s spiritual Israel of every 
nation who believe in Christ. '' For they which 
are of faith, the same are the children of Abra- 
ham." (Gal. iii. 7.) The new covenant blessings 
are open to all. God, whose mercy designed it 
''will have all men to be saved;'' Jesus, its 
Mediator, is "the Saviour of all men;'' the 
atoning sacrifice which ratifies it, is '' for the sins 
of the whole world ; " and the '' ministers of the 
New Testament " are under commands to proclaim 
its blessings to every creature," calling on all 
to be reconciled. to God. Every one, therefore, 
whatever his sense of unworthiness, may appro- 
priate to himself its promises. '' God gives you 
leave, every man, to put his own name into the 
covenant grant : if it be not found there at last. 
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it will be your own fault : if it be not there, there 
will be nothing found in the whole covenant 
belonging to you ; if it be there, all is yours ; if 
you have come into the bonds of the covenant, 
you shall share in the blessings of the covenant.^^* 
The first covenant was mainly one of require- 
ment : the second is a covenant of promise. If 
•our thoughts glance backward from the period of 
the death of Christ, the greatest event, morally, 
of the whole past, is the giving of the law to Israel 
from Sinai. The Most High then descended in 
majesty, to present by His own hand, uncontami- 
nated by human touch, a law which was a transcript 
of His own nature. That law was contained in ten 
commandments; and to these were added a num- 
ber of injunctions which were to become statutes 
to Israel as a nation. '^He declared unto you 
His covenant, which He commanded you to per- 
form, even ten commandments; and He wrote 
them upon two tables of stone.^^ (Deut. iv. 13.) 
A survey of that first covenant reveals Require- 
ment, written over its whole length and breadth. 
Its demands were broad, minute, unalterable. 
In the appointed sacrifices provision was made 
for the forgiveness of transgression ; but mercy 
seemed to hold a subordinate place, while high, 

♦ AUeine. 



64 FULNESS OP GBACE. 

pure, nncliangiiig law appeared supreme. Th( 
new covenant approaches man in his depravity 
and consequent moral helplessness^ and speaks o: 
Mebct. To the guilty it brings tidings of \ 
purchased pardon; to those whose hearts ar« 
stony, it oflEers hearts new and tender; to thi 
polluted, it shows a fountain of cleansing ; to thi 
prisoner, Uberty ; to the banished one, restoratioi 
and fellowship; to the hopeless and ignorant 
'^ Christ the power of God, and the wisdom o 
God/' (1 Cor. i. 24.) Its message is not wrath 
not command; but ''grace, mercy, and peace.^ 
There was mercy in the old covenant ; there i 
law in the new. But while in the old, requiremen 
was predominant, in the SQCond, mercy, embodies 
in promises, holds the chief place. Let th 
seeker of holiness take encouragement froc 
this. It is mercy all the way through ! If w 
listen to the voice of the old covenant, the word 
heard reiterated, are, '' Thou shalt ! Thou shalt 
Thou shalt ! '' And it is. Obey or perish. Bu 
the voice of the new covenant is, '' I will ! 
will pardon ; I will give you a new heart ; I wil 
be a Father unto you ; I will be merciful to you 
nimghteonsness. and yonr sins and iniquities ^ 
I remember no more.'' 

In the old covenant the motive to obedienc 
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was from without : in the new, it proceeds from a 
power within. Miracles and signs were the means 
employed to secure obedience under the former 
dispensation — miracles of vengeance on their 
Egyptian oppressors ; of power, as when the sea 
rolled aside its waters for their escape ; of good- 
ness and care, as in the manna, and water from 
the smitten rock ; of terror, as in the destruction 
of Korah, and in the supernatural gloom and 
quakings of the holy Mount. "Ye have seen 
what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare 
you on eagles' wings : now, therefore, if ye will 
obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, ye 
shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me/' (Exodus 
xix. 4, 5.) Their leader complained that not- 
withstanding these incentives, the inward impulse 
to obedience had been lacking. " Ye have seen 
all that the Lord did before your eyes in the land 
of Egypt, unto Pharaoh, and unto all his servants, 
and unto all his land; the great temptations 
which thine eyes have seen, the signs, and those 
great miracles : yet the Lord hath not given you 
an heart to perceive, and eyes to see, and ears to 
hear, unto this day.'' (Deut. xxix. 2, 3, 4.) It 
is noticeable that these motives were deigned to 
influence them from without ; while in contrast to 
this, the new covenant obedience is secured by a 
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power wbrMng from within. ''I will put my 
laws into their mind, and write them in their 
hearts/' God now enters man's inner nature, and 
there is a new creation; the heart and mind 
purified and illumined with love. The Holy 
Spirit becomes a permanent Guest. In place of 
supernatural voices of terror, as in Sinai, love 
speaks within, and obedience becomes delight. 
The voice from the Mount l-eached the people 
from afar; the voice of Mercy whispers within 
man's heart. The voice from Sinai was dreadful, 
producing alarm ; the vorce of Jesus is gentleness 
and peace. Sinai thundered '^ with God is terrible 
majesty : obey, or dread His wrath ! " The voice 
within says, " God is love : if ye love Him, Keep 
His commandments." 

If the mountain from which God spoke to 
Israel stands as the symbol of the old dispensa- 
tion, we may regard the day of Pentecost as the 
commencing point of God's new method with 
human souls. Here are no thunder and light- 
nings, no voice of terror to make John and Peter 
quake as Moses quaked, but a sound of rushing 
wind, and the entrance within the waiting disciples 
of a Spirit that instantaneously lifted them into the 
region of spiritual power, supplying an inspiration 
which, gathering their energies into one great 
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purpose, consecrated them evermore. How differ- 
ent, too, the result! Ancient Israel, after 
hearing the terms of the covenant, beneath the 
mountain saci*ed with Jehovah^s presence, and with 
the voice of His thunder yet in their ears^ debased 
themselves with idolatry ; while after the gift of 
the Spirit at Pentecost, the disciples continued 
steadfastly in the apostolic doctrine and fellow- 
ship, and so increased that soon Jerusalem was 
filled with their doctrine. Such is the effect of 
the motive power of love. ^^ As God hath said, I 
will dwell in them, and walk in them ; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people.^' 
(2 Cor. vi. 16.) 

The old covenant was ratified with the blood 
of beasts: the new was sealed by the blood of 
the Son of God. It was an ancient custom which 
connected the offering of sacrifices with covenants, 
and solemn was the significance attached to this 
shedding of blood. It Was thus with the cove- 
nant the Lord made with Abraham ; (Gen. xv.) 
and in Psalm 1. He says, ^^ Gather my saints 
together unto Me ; those that have made a cove- 
nant with Me by sacrifice.^^ In the establish- 
ment of the Jewish covenant Moses was called 
to a solemn interview with God, returning 
from His presence to declare to the assembled 

e2 
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multitudes what he had heard, and lay before 
them God^s requirement and their duty. The 
people giving their consent, he wrote the words 
of the covenant in a book, and rising early in the 
morning, erected an altar and twelve pillars. 
The day^s solemnities began with the sacrifice of 
oxen and goats as burnt offerings, and the entire 
nation drew near to be admitted into the covenant. 
The twelve pillars stood in representation of the 
tribes, as one engaging party, and the altar as 
representative of the unseen God. The blood of 
the sacrifices was divided — ^half being placed in 
basons, and half sprinkled on the altar. Once 
more the words of the covenant were read, and 
the people, once more, declared their consent: 
" All that the Lord hath said will we do, and be 
obedient.^^ Then "Moses took the blood, and 
sprinkled it on the people, and said. Behold the 
blood of the covenant, which the Lord hath made 
with you concerning these words.^^ (Exod. xxiv.) 
In the new covenant the point of similarity is 
that, like the old, it was sealed with blood ; the 
point of coiitrast that it was sealed, not with the 
blood of beasts, but with thg,t of the Son of God. 
At the last Supper, when our Lord spoke of His 
passion — now so near at hand — He took the 
cup and said, "This is My blood of the New 
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Testament (covenant) which ig shed for many ; 
(Mark xiv. 24 ;) and the author of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews describes an apostate^ as one that 
'Tiath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith 
he was sanctified, an unholy thing/^ (HebreJWo 
X. 29.) How greatly the covenants differ ! In 
the old, a human meditator was employed to 
negotiate the terms between Jehovah and His 
people, and the blood of slain beasts confirmee! 
the agreement : in the new, the sacrifice offered is 
the well-beloved Son, made man " for the suffering 
of death,^' and the covenant is sealed with '^ the 
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot ! ^' (1 Peter i. 19.) 

Have we longed to know God^s will, and 
what He purposes doing for those who seek 
Him ? Behold the promises gathered to a point 
in this new covenant ! God comes from His 
holy place with offers of help, with words of 
mercy and hope. Here is not stern requirement 
producing heart-sinking despair as its height and 
breadth are beheld, but Mercy meeting moral 
helplessness by assurances of what grace shall do. 
Reluctant obedience is not to be compelled by 
manifestations of power, and threats of wrath, but 
the Lord Himself shall work '^ in you both to will 
and to do of His good pleasure.^^ (Phil. ii. 13.) 
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And all is sealed with tlie blood of His own Son, 
Are we prepared now to join liands with God, to 
accept freely the blessings of His covenant, to 
believe that in oar case His word shall be ful- 
filled ? ^^ Ye are not come unto the mount that 
might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor 
unto blackness and darkness, and tempest, and 
the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words, 
which voice they that heard intreated that it 
should not be spoken unto them any more : • . 
(and so terrible was the 8ight,that Moses said, I 
exceedingly fear and quake :) but ye are come unto 
Mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels, to the general assembly and 
church of the first-bom, which are written in 
heaven, and to. God the Judge of all, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus. the 
Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood 
of sprinkUng, that speaketh better things than 
that of Abel/' (Heb. 'xii. 18, 24.) 



CHAPTER VII. 



NE\V COVENANT PROMISES. 



"God has promised life and happiness to His people. 
What He has promised can never fail to take place. 
Nevertheless it is the disposition of those who love God 
with a perfect heart, to leave themselves entirely in His 
hands, irrespective in some degree, of the promise. By 
the aid of the promise, without which they mui§t have 
remained in tlieir original weakness, they rise, as it were, 
above the promise ; and rest in that essential and eternal' 
will, in which the promise originated." — Fenelon. 



" The craft of this wise world of ours 
Poor wisdom seems to me ; 
Ah ! dearest Jesus I I have grown 
Childish with love of Thee I 

" For Thou to me art all in all, 
My honour and my wealth. 
My heart's desire, my body's strength. 
My soul's eternal wealth." 

Fabeb. 



NEW COVENANT PROMISES. 

« 

'' In covenaait with God t ^' No words can describe 
the bliss and security of the man whose religious 
position may be thus described. With him the 
gloom of doubt and the bondage of fear are 
things of the past r assurance has replaced un- 
certainty, as the twilight gives place to day : no 
longer trusting iii his own strength, but upheld 
by an Almighty hand, he walks securely, and in 
him the glowing words of ancient prediction are 
fulfilled, " Happy art thou, Israel : who is like 
unto thee, O people sared by the Lord, the shield of 
thy help, and Who is the sword of thy excellency ! 
The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath 
are the everlasting arms/^ (Dent, xxxin. 29, 27.) 
A new covenant of grace to man will have 
two parts: God*s part, of gracious promise; 
man's part, of thankful acceptance. And as the 
commands of the law declare the will of God our 
King, the new covenant promises declare the 
will of God our Saviour. If the one informs us 
what we must be, the other will give us assurance 
of what we may be. Admiring the amazing 
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goodness wliicli provided sucli a covenant, we 
turn eagerly to ascertain what God has pledged 
Himsielf to do for us. Every promised benefit 
shall certainly be ours ; for, while He is no 
respecter of persons, there are no impossibilities 
with Him ; and His word will not fail, for ^^He is 
not a man, that He should lie; neither the Son of 
man, that He should repent : hath He said, and 
shall He not do it ? .or hath He spoken, and shall 
He not make it good V (Num. xxiii. 19.) And 
is it not God Who engages to bestow the cove- 
nant blessings ? The first promise is of the 
bestowment of 

HOLINESS, 

'^ I will put my laws in their minds, and write 
them in their hearts.^^ ' First in order, in the 
enumeration of covenant blessings God has placed 
that by which man is made to resemble Himself ; 
and when we apprehend what the laws of God 
really are, and what is meant by their inscription 
on the heart, we shall find gloriously set forth in 
this promise the full " sanctification of the spirit.'' 
Required .to resemble our Creator in purity, we 
speedily discover, as we contemplate His holiness, 
that which we may adore, but cannot comprehend. 
'' It is high, we cannot attain unto it.'' He has 
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given us, therefore, a law, in which His justice, 
purity and truth are so embodied as to become 
visible. The law contains a declaration of all its 
Author requires of man — a picture of perfect, 
all-comprehending holiness. Sin, in its very 
nature, is want of conformity to this law ; holiness 
conformity to it. In man^s heart there is insub- 
ordination to the holy law, and God here promises 
to remove that evil principle — that law of sin, 

• 

and to replace it by His own laws. . It is in 
another form the promise given by Ezekiel. " I 
will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 
clean : from all your filthiness, and from all your 
idols, will I cleanse you : a new heart also will 
I give you, and a right spirit will I put within 
you ; and I will take away the stony heart out of 
your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 
And I will put My Spirit within you, and cause 
you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My 
judgments and do them/' (Ezek. xxxvi. 25 — 27.) 
Blessed promise of complete renewal ! The divine 
laws shall be written in the understanding, that 
we may approve what is excellent, and instinc- 
tively choose itj in the affections, that loving 
obedience may be a perpetual delight; in the 
memory, that we may retain them ; in the will, 
that we may resolutely obey them ; in the whole 
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inward man, that the outcome in conduct may 
be "righteousness and true holiness.^^ This is 
the soul^s full sanctification. By the " law of 
sin/' of which Paul speaks, we understand an 
itiward and dominant principle of evil, and for 
that law of evil to be so counteracted by the law 
of the Spirit that God*s laws rule the entire man 
— this is sanctification. 

** Turn the fall stream of nature's tidc^ 
Let all our actions tend 
To Thee their Source : Thy love the guide, 
Thy glory be the end,** 

The result will be, easy and delightful obedi- 
ence. The law of love in the nature of a mother 
needs not ten commandments to compel afEection 
for her babe ; the law of self-interest, and that of 
self-preservation make the pursuit of gain in man, 
and escape from known peril, natural. It is the 
law of nature I And when God so sanctifies His 
child, inscribing His laws in the heart and mind, 
• that His will becomes in the man the law of 
nature, then will the poet's dream be realized. 

"Everything is. upward striving. 

*Tis as easy now for the soul to be true, 
As for grass to be green or skies to be blue, 
•Tis the natural way of living."* 

♦ Lowell. 
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DIVINE RELATIONSHIP. 

^ And I will be to them a God, and they ^liall 
be to me a people/' There is special fitness in 
the position this promise holds in regard to the 
former covenant-blessing. No enlightened man, 
knowing himself and the failure of his past 
religious history, but will be ready to ask, as he 
surveys the promise of sanctification, " How can 
these things be ? How can the very law of my 
nature be reversed and I become holy V* Here is 
the answer of God's mercy, '^ I will be to you a 
God.'' It is abundantly more than if He had 
said, '^ I will be to My people an inward strength, 
and a guard from outward evil." It is all. bles- 
sings in one. What this means can never be 
fully told. The smile of the Highest upon the 
heart, making it ever glad; the power of God 
to defend, keeping it safely ; the providence of 
God to supply all need ; the love of God to cheer ; 
His wisdom . to instruct j His presence to help ; 
His goodness. His heaven — all made over to the 
man who, brought within the covenant bond, can 
look up and say, " Thou art my Lord, my God !" 
The relation has two sides, and this promise 
insures the gift of that power to trust, imitate, 
love, obey, and delight in Him, which God will 
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liave in those who are known as His people. 
It should be specially noted that the bestowment 
of this is God^s covenant work. How often does 
the aspiration arise, "0 that I were what I 
ought to be ! that my life might so match 
my religious profession, that with Enoch my 
ways might please God, and my light, in good 
works, shine before men ! " Do we imagine God 
requires us to accomplish this ourselves ? Here 
He meets the desire: He here pledges Himself 
to do for us this very thing. " They shall be to 
Me a people.^^ 

THE KNOWLEDGE OP GOD. 



gc 



And they shall not teach every man his 
neighbour and every man his brother, saying. 
Know the Lord : for all shall know Me, from the 
least to the greatest/^ 

A mementos thought will show how requisite 
is this knowledge to the people of God. Without 
it, religion would be an empty delusion. 

It is necessary to love, for love is founded 
on knowledge ; and without it there can be no 
obedience to the first of all the commandments, 
'' Thou shalt love the Lord thy God ! '^ 

It is necessary to trust. Dependent on God as 
he is, man's life must necessarily be one of &ith 
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in Him ; but we must know Grod^s character to 
give Him the impKcit trust He asks. 

It is necessary to that assurance which every 
heart craves. " Am I indeed right, now, and for 
eternity ? ^' Inward feelings are variable, and we 
need to know God, that, when all feehng is against 
us, we may rest in Him. 

It is necessary to service : for unless we know 
God, how can we discern what manner of service 
will be acceptable in His sight ? 

It is necessary to our happiness. The Lord 
is our King, our Judge ! The '^ God in Whose 
hands our breath isj^' Who holds our destiny, 
and wiU fix our doom. Can there be for our 
spirits any rest, any happiness, unless we know 
Him? 

And how the human spirit yearns for this 
knowledge ! Jacob cries, " Tell me Thy Name ! '^ 
Mo^es, '^Show me now Thy way, that I may 
know Thee.^' Job, "0 that I knew where I 
might find Him ! ^' David, ^^ My soul thirsteth 
for God — ^for the living God j'^ and the disciples, 
and with them all humanity, '' Lord, show us the 
Father, and it sufficeth us ! '^ We cannot our- 
selves reach this knowledge : if God is known, it 
must be by a merciful disclosure of Himself to 
us. He must come down to us : we cannot ascend 
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to Him. He has done this. Christ is a mani- 
festation of God in human form, that our minds 
may see and know what He is. The Holy 
Spirit is a manifestation of God in the soul, 
that we may feel what He is. Faith and love 
are the instruments by which He is known. 
" They shall kuow Me ! '' What a God is God as 
revealed to the heart in covenant with Him ! A 
Being of greatness beyond all thought, of power 
overshadowing all height, a mighty Presence ever 
near; a Being wondrous in love that changes 
not, falters not, diminishes not; of pity and com- 
passion unspeakable, of mercy so vast that it 
freely forgives all evil; a Being holy beyond 
thought, yet tender beyond all idea of tenderness; 
and of faithfulness that cannot feil — ^the same 
amid all fluctuations and through all duration. 
what a God is God in Christ, as the believing 
eye sees Him, and the loving heart knows Him ! 
And the new covenant gives this blessedness of 
knowledge to all " from the least to the greatest. 

PULL FORGIVENESS. 



}i 



€( 



For I will be merciful unto their unrighteous- 
ness, and their sins and their iniquities will I 
remember no more.'' This promise meets a need 
felt by. all ; and to the seeker of a higher life 
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there is an appropriateness in its position as the 
last blessing promised. Let a believer hear the 
terms of God^s covenant, its offers of amazing 
mercy — ^holiness that shall be actual and com- 
plete; assurance of Divine favour and blessing, 
and glorious knowledge of God, and his mind, 
inevitably glancing back at the perverseness and 
wanderings of the past, will ask, '^ How can the 
holy God be all this to me, and work ail this in 
me, who bave so fallen, and at whose door is laid 
the guilt of so many sins ? '^ Here is the answer 
of the Covenant God. The foundation of all is 
laid in forgiving mercy. No words could express 
more definitely the thought of an absolute 
remission. '' Unrighteousness/^ — ^all felsehood 
and injustice; '^sins,^^ — errors and deviations 
from the right path ; '' iniquities,^' — or transgres- 
sions, disobedience to the divine commands — ^all 
shall be frankly and fully pardoned. A full 
remission ! All the past wrong-doing forgiven 
and ' forgotten, — the coldness of heart towards 
God whicb has been a breacb of the first com- 
mandment; the unbelief which has been the 
master-sin; and the inward backsliding and 
spiritual torpor whicb have robbed religious pro- 
fession of its power — ^all fully forgiven, shall be 
" remembered no more.'' 

o 
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THE MEDTATOB OF THE COVENANT. 

From these blessings to their Author is an 
easy transition. The work of a Mediator is to 
bring together parties at variance ; arrange terms 
of agreement, and see that they are carried out. 
A type of Jesus, Moses stands forth as mediator 
of the old covenant. '^ The Lord made a covenant 
with us in Horeb. . . .1 stood between the 
Lord and you at that time, to show you the word 
of the Lord.^' (Deut. v. 2, 5.) The position 
held by our Lord Jesus to-day is that of Mediator, 
whose beneficent work it is to bring God and man 
together, and preside over the whole administra- 
tion of the covenant. His fitness is derived on 
the one hand from His divinity, being equal with 
God; and on the other from His humanity — • 
having been bom among us, tasting our sorrows, 
and bearing our burdens. His perfectly spotless 
character, compelling the admiration of man, 
prepares them to accept His mediation; and 
further fitness is the result of His death on the 
cross, which, magnifying the law of God, appeals 
to man with all the force of dying love. Do we 
then ask assurance of the certain bestowment of 
covenant blessings ? Christ is Surety in the 
matter. Surely we can believe Him ! God 
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blessed tlie human race for ages on the strength 
of His promise to make atonement; and ought 
not we to be satisfied, since the covenant bless- 
ings are in His hands Who loved us even unto 
death? 

THE TERMS 

required on our part are, conviction of sinfulness 
and need, willingness to abandon all in heart and 
life that Grod forbids, and acceptance of His 
covenant promises through faith. We come into 
His covenant when falling in helplessness at His 
feet, we hear the call of His mercy, and embrace 
it, and trust Him not only now to fulfil His word, 
but continue fulfilling it in us to our Hfe^s end. 
It does require faith in God to expect such a 
spiritual life as His covenant holds out. Know- 
ledge of our natural sinfulness, the suggestions of 
the devil, the unbehef of many who call Jesus 
Lord — all are against the hope of a man really 
becoming what God has promised to make Him. 
But what stands over against all this ? 

The word of God that He will do it. 

The word of God engaged in most solemn 
covenant. 

The word of God pledged in a covenant sealed 
with the blood of His own Son. 
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The word of God thus given and sealed^ con 
firmed by the appointment of the Lord 'Jesus a 
Surety of the covenant. 

Is it possible to doubt but that He will kee] 
His word r How daring is the unbehef which 
in face of all this, exclaims, " It cannot be ! ^ 
Let us, reader, dare to believe God, expecting thi 
fulness of His grace ; following in this the Fathe 
of the feithful, '' Who against hope believed ii 
hope. • t • He staggered not at the promise o 
God through unbehef; but was strong in faith 
giving glory to God ; and being fully persuade< 
that, what He had promised. He was able also t< 
perform.*' (Bom. iv. 20, 21.) 



CHAPTER Vm. 



ALL YOUR NEED, 



" There's a wideness in God's mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea ; 
There's a kindness in His iustice, 
Which is more than liberty. 



" There is welcome for the sinner, 

And more grace still for the good ; 
Tliere is mercy with the Saviour, 
There is healing in His blood. 

"For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of man's mind ; 
And the Heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

** There is plentiful redemption 

In the blood that has been shed ; 
There is joy for all the members, 
In the sorrows of the Head. 

" If our love were but more simple, 
We should take Him at His word ; 
And our lives would all be sunshine 
In the sweetness of our Lord." 

Fabeb« 



"ALL YOUR NEED." 

• 

If, as we have said, the central idea of the New 
Testament is atonement by Jesas, it may be 
added, that Jesns Himself as a living, personal 
Saviour, loving and caring for us, ever present, 
and having in Himself fulness of grace, is the 
central power of all spiritual life. Let the reader 
put to himself the question, — Have I yet appre- 
hended the truth that there is, for me, in Him 
Whom I call Saviour, sufficiency of grace to meet 
every real want of my nature ? 

Every intelligent follower of Christ has a . 
conception of what he might be, and ought to be ; 
a conception not perhaps always equally distinct, 
but seen clearly in those moments of spiritual 
insight common to most men, when from the 
teaching of the Scriptures, the beautiful example 
of Jesus Christ, or from inward revealings of the 
Holy Spirit, light is given on what is attainable 
in excellence, and the spirit cries, "That is what 
I want to be ! '' The conception we speak of id 
not that perfect ideal of restored humanity, which 
will never in this world be reached, but a condition 
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of spiritual life possible to men belonging to a 
fallen race, who experience the effects of former 
habit-s of evil, who abound in imperfections and 
"Weakness, and are exposed to temptation, as well 
as the thousand cares of business life. How 
iDany of God^s people have such a thought before 
their mind, and whose conscious daily failure to 
realize it — to be in fact what they, in spite of all 
disadvantages, might be — causes perpetual self- 
condemnation and unrest. It is after the tran- 
sition of a man from alienation to sonship, that 
thoughts like these become strongest; and the 
need is felt most deeply by men of sensitive 
conscience, who are resolved, to fulfil all the known 
claims of God. Indeed the need really grows out 
of their relationship to Him as children. Here is 
an orphan boy, at the lowest level of abjectness 
and misery. Imagine thoughts of better things 
presenting themselves. There are three prominent 
wants which would need to be supplied : he wants 
food, wants clothes, wants a "home: He attracts 
the kindly .notice of a wealthy, childless, man, 
who resolves to adopt him. His three great wants 
are at once met — ^he has a home, has food and 
clothing. But who cannot see that fresh needs 
will arise out of his new relationship to his 
iidopted father 7 Lack of education, and of all 
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that constitutes good breeding, will be more and 
more painfully felt. He little thought of these 
things before ! It is thus with those whom God 
saves. Before their admission into His family, 
their needs are for pardon, freedom from the 
tyranny of evil, eternal safety, '' If I only knew 
I were forgiven ! If I were but free ! If I could 
but ' read my title clear ' to heaven ! '' In con- 
version the mercy of God meets these wants ; 
but now others arise, which, but for the new 
relationship would have been unknown. Power is 
earnestly desired to fill well the new position, and 
it is here that desire for what is called a higher 
religious life has its rise. 

We take, by way of example, the case of one 
individual. Brought to feel the need for recon- 
ciliation with God, he has, through Christ, 
obtained it. Pardon, peace, assurance of salva- 
tion, and " good hope through grace ^^ are his. 
He now sees, as never before, what is expected 
from him by the unchanging requirements of 
God^s law, and what is made possible to him by 
the redemption of Christ. His eyes are open 
now ! He is daily conscious of such failure in 
his obedience, as to need a merit altogether 
beyond his own, in which he may stand accepted 
with God, He is also conscious of spiritual 
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weakness — ^lacfc of power to fulfil the jast de- 
mands of the holy law. He sees the Divine 
requirement, approves it, loves it, honestly strives 
.to fulfil it and — ^fails. He perceives the secriBt of 
this failure to be due to the fact that there is an 
evil principle ingrained in his nature, so strong 
and pervading as to defeat his efEorts. It so 
manifests itself in connection with temperamental 
peculiarities, that it seems impossible for him to 
live a life really pleasing to Grod. Again, he 
finds, in his business occupations, another, and 
altogether new realm of spiritual need. In the 
every-day pi^actical life there are things which 
seem invariably to thwart his purposes ; while a 
host of Cares, perplexities, and worries arise to 
confront his resolve to carry religion into every- 
thing. Nor can he see how, with all these 
things to hinder, success is possible. '' If I were 
only free from this, and this, and this ! '' He is 
called to service for Christ. As a saved man his 
place is among the workers. He hears and re- 
sponds to the call, '' Son, go work to-day in My 
vineyard.^' Here new waints discover themselves. 
He must teach, pray, exhort, guide men to 
the Saviour. A glorious work ! But what unfit- 
ness he finds in himself! Purity of intention, 
zeal to animate, patience to wait^ and the power 
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of the Holy Spirit, are the requisites to success; 
but these are what he lacks. Yet, men are perish- 
ing, and he knows the remedy ; and thus, all unfit 
as he feels himself, he is impelled to work. Again, 
he is subject to the temptations of the devil. His 
onward course, he discovers, is to be against 
constant and harassing opposition. Some of 
these temptations appeal to passions which 
lie in his nature like gunpowder awaiting a 
spark, and he trembles lest, for a moment relax- 
ing his vigilance, he should fall. There are also 
sorrows, and trials peculiar to himself, .in the 
midst of which he finds it difficult to be patient 
and gentle : his strength breaks down just at the 
point where it is needed most, and this so repeat- 
edly that his disheartenment is complete. 

The experience of hundreds will testify that 
this is no overdrawn picture : ^^ all your need ^^ is 
a far-reaching circle. The mercy of God, however, 
has amply provided for its supply, in giving 
Jesus. '' Thanks be unto God for His unspeak- 
able gift!'' (2 Cor. ix. 15.) "He that spared 
not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us 
all, how shall He not with Him also freely give 
us all things? (Rom. viii. 82.) There is, 
among the people of God, frequent and injurious 
misconception as to their Saviour's work. He is 
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regarded too exclusively as an atoning Sacrifice, 
or as One from whom the guilty may obtain for- 
giveness. His people have a hundred other needs 
besides that of pardon, and the Saviour is given, 
that His all-sufficiency may meet all these. It is 
only as He is more fully known, that '' the un- 
searchable riches '' of His saving grace are dis- 
covered. If men only knew what a treasure they 
have in Christ the Lord I A man found an 
ancient coin in his garden, and took it home ; he 
soon ascertained that it was of gold, and refused 
to part with it. Years passed before he became 
aware, that on account of peculiar rarity, it was 
worth twenty times its own weight in gold. It 
is thus with Christ in regard to many of His 
people. They will know His full value one day I 
When we first come to Him, the aspect of His 
work at which we chiefiy look is. His power to 
forgive sins : '^ Can He really pardon me V* It 
is afterwards, when, acceptance of Him has been 
followed by pardon, that the discovery is made 
(alas ! it is often years first !) what larger, richer 
treasures of grace are in Him. 

" It pleased the Father that in Him should all 
fulness dwell.'' (Col. i. 19.) * 

" And of His fulness have all we received, and 
grace for grace.'' (John i. 16.^ 
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'^ TEe glory wliicli Thou gavest I liave given 
them j that they may be one, even as We are one : 
I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be 
made perfect in one/^ (John xvii. 22, 23.) 

" But my God shall supply all your need, 
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus/' 
(Phil. iv. 19.) 

There is a fulness of grace communicated by 
the good pleasure of the Father to the Son as 
our Mediator, and for our sakes. 

'* I know in Thee all fulness dwells, 
And all for wretched man.'* 

Ti we have an ideal of the life we ought as 
sons of Gtod to liv.e, may we not say that the Lord 
Jesus, whose purchased property we are, has 
before Hiin a thought of the highest life of which 
we are capable. He knows the imperfectness 
and manifold weaknesses which, because of our 
&llen condition, will be our heritage till death; 
but His eyes see also the glorious restoration 
which His sacrifice has made possible to us, even 
in this life. "Where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound : that as sin hath reigned 
unto death, even so might grace reign through 
righteousness.^' (Rom. v. 20, 21.) Can He not 
ftccomplish this in us ? The artist in marble> 
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gifted with Idgh genius, produces works which to 
other eyes than his own seem of perfect beauty* 
but never succeeds in shaping a form answering 
. his own ideal of absolute beauty. But the Artist 
whoso workmanship we are, (Eph, ii. 10,) can 
make us — such is His fulness of power — ^precisely 
what He would have us, in this life, to be, and as 
at the beginning, pronounce His new creation 
'* very good/' He will fashion us into a higher 
perfection in the heavenly life ! St. Paul speaks 
of "the exceeding greatness of His power to 
US-ward who believe : ^* (Eph. i. 19 :) and who 
shall place limits to the exercise of that power ? 
Standing on the seashore at low water, and sur- 
veying the coast line, numberless cavities are seen 
which are daily filled by the incoming tide. If 
thought travelled round the whole coast of our 
island home, vast caves would be discovered, 
empty at low water, but filled when the tide is 
in j and here a creek, and there a harbour or bay, 
and yonder the bed of a tidal river with wide 
reaches of beach filled only by the tide. What if 
men attempted the work of filling up these voids ? 
Human power, hydraulic power, steam power, — all 
would prove ridiculously vain. But when the 
moon beckons onward the sea, the tide rolls 
majestically in, filling easily every bay, harbour^ 
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creek, cave and river-bed ; and this, every day I 
Has it seemed to the reader impossible to regain 
the Divine image, to live the life of God, to be in 
fact what it is required man should be ? Has he 
surveyed, with feelings akin to despair, his whole 
need for pardon, ^nd purity of character ; for 
service; for enduring temptation; for business 
life; for the accomplishment, as he desires, of 
the. Divine will? Has there appeared between 
himself and his ideal of djity a dismaying great- 
ness of need which made him cry, " Impossible ! '' 
Then let him look away from himself to Christ ! 
All fulness dwells in Jesus, for him, for every 
one ; and when the tide of His almighty grace is 
turned into a man's being, all the wants of his 
nature are easily, abundantly met : — 

Fulness of need in the believer.- 

Fulness of grace in his Saviour. 

Let us ponder well the testimony of the Word 
as to the perfect ability of Christ. He is — 

^^Able to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by Him.'' (Heb. vii. 25.) 

^^ Able even to subdue all things unto Him- 
self." (Phil. iii. 21.) 

" Able to make all grace abound toward you ; 
that ye, having always all sufficiency in all things, 
tnav abound in every good work." (2 Cor. ix. 8.) 
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" Jkhle to succour them that are tempted 
(Heb. ii. 18.) 

^' Able to build you up, and to give you i 
inheritance among them which are sanctified 
(Acts XX. 32.) 

'^ Able to keep that whict I have committK 
unto Him against that day." (2 Tim. i. 12.) 

" Able to do exceeding abundantly above i 
that we ask or think, according to the power th 
worketh in us." (Bph. iii. 20.) 

^' Able to keep you from falling, and to prese 
you feiultless before the presence of His gla 
with exceeding joy." (Jude 24.)* 



* See " Holiness Taught in the ScriptureR.*' 



CHAPTER IX. 



THE FULNESS OP JESUS. 



" Nor I, nor angels round Thy throne, 
Can love to what's Thy due ; 
Beauties divine to them unknown 
Pass all they have in view. 

" Yet they for ever wonder on, 
And gaze with high delight ; 
And love the Infinite Unknown 
With all their mind and might. 

" I too would lift mine eyes to see 
What angels can't explore ; 
With fixed attention gaze at Thee 
And wonder and adore." 



*^ Fob the season of plenty, for the season of straitness, 
for the season of peace, for the season of storms, even 
for seasons such as you have never known and never 
heard before, Christ has always a seasonable word. He is 
always waiting to whisper some secret of Divine wisdom, 
to convey some influence of Divine help, and whatever 
your want may be— whatever your peril — ^when Christ 
speaks, His word is in exact adaptation to the particular 
exigency of to-day" — 0. Stanford. 
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THE FULNESS OP JESUS. 

Ip the truth be apprehended that the soul's 
manifold wants are met iii Christ, and that, in 
consequence, the secret of a holy Ufe lies in the 
reception of Him into the heart, the reader will 
be prepared to proceed further, and ascertain how 
the Eedeemer's sufficiency meets, in its every par- 
ticular, the need of His people. 

A vine-branch grew and spread itself outside 
the vinery wall, and bore some clusters of luscious 
fruit. There was no apparent connection between 
it and the earth from which it was evidently draw- 
ing strength; yet it lived, advanced along the wall, 
and was fruitful. Closer inspection showed that 
it was part of a vine which grm^ within the green- 
house, w:hose roots were deep in the soil below. 
The branch was in the vine, and the vine was 
made unto it life, growth and productiveness. 
'^But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who of Gk>d 
is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption.'' (1 Cor. i. 30.) 

'' Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the 
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vine ; no more can ye, except ye abide in Me. I 
ana the vine; ye are the branches: He that 
abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit : for without Me ye can do 
nothing/' (John xv. 4, 5.) 

To the believer, united by faith to the Lord 
Jesus, He is made 

Wisdom. 

There are many things the knowledge of 
which is vital to man, — things concerning his 
Maker, and the way of life and duty. Knowledge 
of these things is not to be gained as a science is 
mastered, — the mind beginning with its alphabet, 
and advancing by certain steps to the highest 
point. Spiritual insight is required, a supernatural 
illumination. For ^' the natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
fooUshness unto Him : neither can he know them 
because they are spiritually discerned.^' (1 Cor. 
ii. 14.) Man is thus dependent on God for light ; 
and He imparts, to those who seek Him, the know- 
ledge of His ways, and the wisdom to use it. 
Do His people bewail their ignorance ? Ch;rist 
is given as their Wisdom. Our Teacher ! So 
wise ! ^' In Whom are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge." (Col. ii. 8.) And Ho 
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is ours. The son of a king lias many tutors, — one 
for ancient languages, and another for modem ; 
one for mathematics, another for history : the 
sons of God have much to learn, but in Jesus all 
they need of spiritual teaching is supplied. 

BiGHTEOUSNESS. 

The holiest man needs forgiveness. There is 
the rebellious past, pardoned, it may be, but never 
obliterated; when he is doing all that grace 
enables him to do, there remains a vast margin 
of failure and imperfection ; and whoever stands 
accepted before the holy God, must stand in a 
merit other than his own. If the purest of 
Christ^s followers were to exchange his humble 
trust in the mercy of God, for the merit of his 
own righteousness, as a ground of acceptance. 
Justice that moment would draw the sword, clouds 
of wrath would gather, and the voice of the Law 
thunder as of old, '' Cursed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them.^^ (Gal. iii. 10.) A 
grand mistake to suppose that the life of full 
sanctification renders its possessor independent of 
Jesus ! His merit is placed to the account of 
those who trust Him, and He is thus made unto 
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believers, ''righteousness/' Has the reader a 
depressing consciousness of unworthiness ? Let 
him accept it as a fact that he is utterly, and ever 
will be, unworthy. Biit let him remember that 
the Most High does not look to him for merit as 
the condition of acceptance. He knows better ! 
If a wealthy Christian man supplies his pastor with 
money for the needy, and the town has in it an 
aristocratic quarter, as well as a district inhabited 
by the poor, will he carry his gifts to the great 
houses ? No ! Had he wanted money he would 
have gone there ; but now he seeks the sick and 
aged and needy in the homes of the poor. When 
the God of all grace wants poverty to relieve, need 
to supply, helplessness to sustain. He looks to us : 
but not for merit ! For that. He looks to Christ His 
Son, at His right hand, in whom He beholds merit 
enough for a world of sinners. To His believing 
people Jesus is '' made unto us righteousness.'' 

Sanctipication. 

The inward tendency to evil which so many of TTia 
people bewail, is no mere imagination! Were 
Christ only their righteousness He would be but 
half a Saviour; but His redeeming work goes 
downward and forward as far as the results of the 
Fall have gone. He is their '' sanctification." 
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This is true in several respects. 

His spotless life gives man the idea of purity. 

His death supplies the motive power to its 
attainment. 

His Spirit, dwelling in man, becomes its 
actual realization. 

''Thou shalt call His name Jesus; for He 
shall save His people from their sins.'' (Matt. 
i. 21.) The whole question of the possibility of 
complete holiness has its answer here. Christ our 
sanetification I It is not what we can do, but 
what is possible to Him. He went into villages 
of old, and healed all their sick : He enters 
diseased hearts now and heals all the disease. 
Jesus in us, is the power of holiness. ''I 
live ; yet not I, but Christ liyeth in me.'' (Gal. 
n. 20.) 

Bedemftion. 

Man is exposed to multiplied evils in conse- 
quence of his sinfulness : the curse of the holy 
law, the bondage to sin, the power of the devil, 
the dominion of death, the wrath to come. Prom 
all these has the Redeemer bought His people's 
freedom. Even if this expression be limited to 
the redemption of the body from the grave, it is 
a truth " very full of comfort." '' If a man keep 
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Mj sayings he sliall never see death/' (Johnviii. 
51 .) " I am the resurrectioii and the life : he that 
believeth in Me^^ though he were dead^ yet shall 
he live': and whosoever liveth and believeth in Mo 
ahall never die/' (John zi. 25^ 26.) 

The fulness of Jesus I 

Christ the Prophet is our Teacher^ made unto 
us Wisdom. 

Christ on the cross^ the Sacrifice^ is our Bight- 
eousness. 

Christ dwelling in our hearts is made unto 
us SanctificatiOn. 

Christ in heaven on the throne is our Redemp- 
tion. '' Because I live ye shall live also." (John 
xiv. 19.) 

The fulness of Jesus ! 

Fulness of wisdom for our ignorance. 

Fuhiess of righteousness for our guilt. 

Fulness of sanctification for our depravity. 

Fulness of redemption from death and future 
woe. 

"1 cannot but wish you to make constant and 
daily uge of the Lord Jesus, for every purpose of 
salvation. Do you need pardon? Go to Jesus 
for it. Do you need righteousness ? Go to Christ. 
Are your corruptions strong ? Go to Christ for 
the subduing of them. Whatever you need for 
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BOtil and body, make use of Christ and His fulness, 
and you will find that He gives to all believers 
liberally, and upbraideth not. Cast, therefore, 
all your cares upon Him, trust your all in His 
hands, and you will find Him more than sufficient 
to supply all your needs, and abl^ to do for you 
above all your expectations. You cannot trust 
the Lord Jesus too much, nor yourself too little. 
The more you trust the Lord Jesus the more you 
will honour Him ; and the more you go out of 
yourself entirely to Christ, so much the. more do 
you glorify Him. All fulness dwells in Jesus for 
this purpose, that out of His fulness we might 
receive, and grace for grace. He is the fountain 
from whence all grace flows, and it is always high 
tide with Jesus Christ.'* * 

Now an important practical lesson. The 
secret of a holy, victorious life is not in firm 
resolution, not in strong and repeated endeavours, 
not in careful adherence to precise rules, but in an 
indwelling Chrii^t. He alone can impart rest, give 
strength to obey, produce in man the fruits of 
righteousness, and cause the freed spirit, ceasing 
the complaint of doubt and failure, to sing, ''Now 
thanks be to God, which always causeth us to 
triumph in Christ.'* (2 Cor. ii. 14.) 

♦ S. B. Pierce. 
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The Rev. W. E. Boardman speaks of three 
distinct revealings of Jesus to his consciousness. 
First, when burdened with guilt, rest was found 
in the apprehension of Him as the pardoning 
Saviour; years after, wearied through conflicts 
with heart-evil, rest again came as He was revealed 
as the Sanctifier of the soul ; and at a later period 
when the burden was sense of insufficiency for 
Christian work, rest was obtained once more in 
the discovery that in all holy toil He would bear 
the whole burden. An illustration of the same 
thing is found in the case of 

. A CHRISTIAN MINISTfiB, 

who, knowing the Lord Jesus for years as his 
Saviour, had striven amid much heart-backsliding 
and defeat, to realize entire devotion to Him. 
He had experienced for some time with more or 
less distinctness, the assurance of inward renewal; 
a great advance upon his former life. But his 
work ! It was here painful dissatisfaction was 
felt, in lack of power which should make his words 
and efforts successful. In the early part of 1873 
be experienced a hunger and 'thirst which he 
could not define. He had entered, a few months 
previously, upon the duties of a new sphere, 
involving heavy responsibilities^ and there rose 
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strong wifchin him desires for complete fitness for 
the Master's service. As he strove amd pmyed 
inward difficulties appeared to increase, and he 
mourned the absence of evidence that the Holy 
Spirit was working with his working. One 
Sabbath evening this state of things appeared to 
reach its climax. He had prayed long and 
earnestly for power before entering the pulpit, 
and went in expectation of seeing great results. 
There was the congregation ; in his mind the 
truth he had. been studying, and before him God's 
promise to give the Holy Spirit. The service was 
attended throughout with a distressing sense of 
failure; a prayer-meeting followed, and he sat 
down alone in the vestry afterwards, saying id 
dejection of spirit, ''I never can go into that pulpit 
again ! '' During the week he met with a beloved 
brother in the ministry, to whom he told his 
difficulties ; and from this friend he received a few 
days later a note hurriedly written in pencil, which 
was to be God's instrument in raising him from. 
his despondency. Here is the letter : — 

'' The Lord mercifully with his favour look 
upon you ! It struck me yesterday, that if ever 
naan was ffiled with the Spirit, you are sometimes. 
You yield all, and trust fully, and the Lord does 
all ; and then, somehow, you get your back to the 
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light, (as it says in 'Times of Refreshing') and 
begin to cry out against yourself — ^your uosatier- 
fied self. to keep our face to the light ! Isn't 
it our duty to believe that the Lord does all He 
wants to do fur us, and in us, and with us, just 
now ? Not all He will do to-morrow, but all He 
will do now ? My experience doesn't always 
come up to this, but it invaribly does when I get 
an hour alone with Hirh. What I want is a closet 
experience all through this life. ' He that 
dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High 
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.'" 
*' Face to the light!" there was the thought 
which came in like a sunbeam. Here are weak- 
ness, unworthiness, sinfulness, defeat — a dark 
shadow ! there is the glorious Saviour, *' full of 
grace and truth," able to meet every want. 
Instead of gazing on the dafk shadow of personal 
unworthiness, — " What a poor weak,, sinful crea- 
ture I am ! " — how much better to turn round, let 
♦the shadow fall behind, while the spirit, with eye 
upturned to the Sun of Righteousness, ones, 
" What a magnificent Saviour ! What fulness of 
grace in Jesus ! " Words cannot tell the blessing 
conveyed by this thought of the wisdom of looking 
to the Redeemer's fulness. The minister wrote 
shortly after, " God has made me to possess for 
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the last few days, perfect peace, Thero has been 
with me a sense of union and settledness such as 
I have not known before. Sunday was a day of 
serene peace^ and how delightful it was to work 
for Christ ! To trust Him for service is better 
than endeavours to crane one^s self up to high 
feelings and seek by that means to produce effect. 
Better to look calmly for God^s working. There 
is reason for believing that on Sunday He did 
work. let me praise Him more 1 *' 

Will you, reader, endeavour to ascertain your 
own position in regard to this fulness of Jesus 7 
Does your heart long for full consecration to 
Christ's cause as His witness, and that your whole 
inward and outward life, your service for him, 
your whole influence, should be what His death 
demands? Then cease struggling and receive 
Jesus as your full Saviour I 

Do you realize that He is given, that He is 
ymir Lord, in whom, for you, all fulness dwells f 
Yon have not to ask that a Saviour may be 
provided in all respects suited to you. Jesus is 
given to all — to you ; and God intends that you 
should make use of Him. If a man reduced to 
the lowest point of indigence, met a friend on 
whose pity he had claims, and received from him 
^, sum of money in bank-notes, he would have 



110 FULNESS 09 GRACE. 

in the notes supply for all his need. Food for 
him if hungry^ medicine if sick^ habitation if 
homeless^ clothing if naked. Money will bring 
all these ! And when the sum freely given was 
his own, would he not speedily appropriate it? 
To meet all your soul's deep need Jesus is given. 
'^It pleased the Father that in Him should o^ll 
fulness dwell/^ and the Father has given Him to 
you — ^greatest, best gift the Creator ever bestowed 
upon a creature ! He is yours : will you not ap- 
propriate His grace to the supply of your heeds ? 

It is here where the duty of full consecration 
joins itself to the privilege of full trust. Yield 
all : take all. Give the Lord Jesus all He asks : 
receive Him into your heart as the full Saviour, 
every way suitable, and in a most blessed sense 
yours. In the language of an old divine, " Faith, as 
it takes Christ, so it delivers up the soul to Christ. 
Faith makes a happy exchange for us, giving 
away the man to Christ, and receiving Christ for 
us. Thus between Christ and a believer there is a 
mutual delivery of themselves over to one another. 
As faith receives Christ, so it gives up the soul to 
Christ, and all that it hath. ' Lord,' saith f aith^ 
'I here resign to Thee. I quit all claim to 
myself : I am not my own, and will own it hence- 
forth that I have no right to myself. I give np 
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sonl and body to Thee : I ^will hold back no part 
of the price. And as &dth tak.es first the person 
of Christy and then the benefits of Christy so it 
gives away the person of the man to Christ, and 
then with thd person it gives all the rest — the 
estate, interest, and all — to Jesas Christ/'* 

A friend of ours when made sensible of the 
need for j^ligion, could not feel the sorrow of 
heart he thought necessary in order to come to 
the Saviour. Others, whose lives had been less 
moral than his own, were made partakers of 
saving grace, and, fancying he must do something 
to repent of before his heart could be broken, he 
was, in his anxiety to be saved, on the point of 
resolving not to open his Bible or enter a place of 
worship for twelve months. God's providence 
drew him one day, in the railway train, into 
contact with some Christian people whom he knew, 
and religion became the subject of conversation. 
He alighted at the station and walked up the 
street with a lady to whom he told his state of 
mind, and his strange resolve. She heard his 
story, and said simply, with the emphasis of deep 
feeUng, "What a pity it is you cannot take 
Christ ! '* They parted ; and he passed along the 
street, saying within himself, "Take Christ? 

* Joseph Alleme*8 Bemains. 
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take Christ ? How can I take Christ f He lias 
not been given tp me." Then there rose within 
him the thought^ ^^ But Christ hds been given to 
me ! '' and as the whole truth opened up before 
his mind, he received Jesus and was saved. Have 
you. Christian reader, been long bewailing your 
weakness, your manifold need, sinfulness, in- 
sufficiency, and want of zeal in Christ's cause f 
"But I said. My leanness ! my leanness ! " (Isa. 
xxiv. 16.) Turn your mind completely away 
from self, and accept the Saviour God has given. 
What a fity it is you cannot take Ohriat ! for 
then would His wisdom meet your ignorance^ 
and His righteousness your conscious unworthi- 
ness : His Spirit dwelling within would "sanctify 
you wholly,'' and His fulness of grace be your 
redemption from evil to come. 0^ take a full 
Christ I 

" Thou, O Christy art all I want ; 
^ More than all in Thee I find : 
Baise the fallen, cheer the faint. 

Heal the sick, and lead the blind : 
Jnst and holy is Thy Name ; 
I am all onrighteonsnesB : 
Falde and full of sin I am ; 
Thou art full of truth and grace.** 



CHAPTER X. 



A TESTIMONY, 



" Abide in me I There have been moments pure 
When I have seen Thy face, and felt Thy power ; 
Then evil lost its grasp, and passion, hushed, 
Owned the Divine enchantment of the hour, 
These were but seasons — beautiful and rare : 
Abide in me I and they shall ever be. 
I pray Thee now fulfil my earnest prayer : 
Gome and abide in me, and I in Thee/* 

H. B. Stowb. 



" Since from His bounty I receive 
Such proofs of love Divine, 
Had I a thousand hearts to give. 
Lord, they should all. be Thine." 



A TESTIMONY. 

^'WiTH the heart man beheveth unto righteous- 
ness, and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation/' The remark is frequently made that the 
best confession of hoUness is a blameless character; 
and no one doubts that such a life is a powerful 
witness for Jesus. But there are things of which 
the life cannot speak, and the tongue must tell. 
It is remarkable how frequently in his writings 
the Apostle Paul '^ tells his experience.^' If God 
makes a man's hfe shine with the beauty of holi- 
ness, all men may see it : but if to that same man 
there are vouchsafed inward revealings of Divine 
love and friendship ; if in the secret place of the 
heart there are victories given, blessings bestowed, 
fellowships enjoyed, is not the instinct which 
yearns to communicate these things, true ? 
" Come and hear, all ye that fear the Lord, and I 
will declare what He hath done for my soul." 
" God spoke to me," says holy John Fletcher, '^ by 
these words. ' Reckon yourselves therefore to be 
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.' I obeyed the voice of 
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God : I now obey it, and .tell you all, to the praise 
Df His love, I am freed from sin. Yes, I rejoice 
to declare it, and to bear witness to the glory of 
His grace, that I am dead to sin, and alive unto 
God, through Jesus Christ, Who is ray Lord and 
King ! I received this blessing four or five 
times before ; but I lost it by not observing the 
order of God, Who has told us with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation. But the 
enemy offered his bait under various colours to 
keep me from a public declaration of what my 
Lord had wrought.'' 

The following testimohy is that of one whom 
the writer personally knows; a woman in the 
humbler walks of life, of whose consistency, and 
even, steady devotedness, those who know her 
can bear witness. This narration of her spiritual 
history has been furnished in response to an 
earnest request. 

'^ I was converted in my fifteenth year, and 
soon after conversion, was made to feel my need 
of purity, and see its attainableness by reading 
the memoirs of Mrs. H. A. Eogers and Mrs. 
Fletcher, Wesley's ' Plain Account of Christian 
Perfection,' and a small work by Pipe. After 
seeking this blessing for some time, God enabled 
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me to believe for it; but having sought it 
unknown to anyone, I dared not confess its 
enjoyment on account of my youth, and because 
I never heard others tell of having received it — 
excepting one or two who I knew were ridiculed 
for professing its enjoyment. The consequence 
of being silent on the subject was, that I lost the 
blessing ; and the loss caused me many bitter 
tears in secret. I lived on for some years after 
this in a state of justification, often betrayed by 
my inward enemies, and caused to repent. 
When again I resolved to have this blessing, the 
Lord applied His precious promises, such as ' The 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from 
all sin,' and ^ I will ; be thou clean ; ' and many 
times did I give myself more fully to the Lord, 
and claim the promises^ resolving, as I felt it my 
duty, to tell God's people what He had done for 
me ; but when I went to the band or class meet- 
ing, and again looked at older ones, I dared not 
confess to enjoying more than they; and once 
more I lost it. O the sad heart with which I 
have left the meeting at such times, having 
refused to acknowledge God's goodness ; and for 
days after I have remained in spiritual darkness, 
though still hungering and thirsting after God. 
In the latter end of the year 1862, being aflBicted, 
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Soon the Spirit applied^ ^I will sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye sliall be clean : from all 
your filtliiness, and from all your idols, will I 
cleanse you;' (Ezek. xxxvi. 25;) *Now ye are 
clean througli the word that I have spoken 
unto you/ (John xv. 3.) I said, *It is enough. 
Lord ; I am Thine, and Thou art mine : Thou 
hast given Thyself for me on the cross, and 
now Thou givest Thyself to me. I claim Thee, 
Jesus, for my wisdom, righteousness, sanetification 
and redemption/ Again, the Spirit of Christ 
whispered, ' I am Thine, and Thou art Mine : My 
blood to atone, and every moment cleanse thee 
from all sin; My righteousness to clothe thee ; My 
Word and Spirit to guide and comfort thee 
through life, and My love to draw thee from earth 
away/ But the enemy did not allow me to pass 
through this blessed ordeal unmolested. It was 
suggested, ' It is all a delusion, seeking entire 
sanetification : dost thou not read, ^^ He shall send 
them sti:ong delusions, that they may beHeve a 
lie ? '^ ' I said to my God, * Lord, I dare not 
disbelieve Thee : I know by past experience that 
the devil is a liar/ Then did the Spirit suggest, 
^ Your life is hid with Christ in God,' (Col. iii. 3,) 
and, ' In Him we live, and move, and have our 
being ; ' (Acts xvii. 28 ;) and I said. 
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^ How can I fall with such a prop^ 
That holds the world and all things up? ' 

I felt my Efe was now, ' had with Christ in God ; ' 
hid from every harm but what n^ living Hela 
permitted ; hid even from Satan's power, except 
80 far as my Hving^ Head allowed. Since then 
truly my ' fellowship has been with the Father^ 
and with His Son Jesus Christ/ (1 John i. S.) 
The adversary tried to close My mouth, but as 
soon as my huaband and mother came in, I was 
constrained to tell them what God had wrought, 
and they joined me in praising the Lord. 

The change received at that time was as. great 
as that I experienced when first pardoned. 
Occasional doubtings were now exchanged for 
the perfect love to God which casteth out fear : 
inward enemies were out turned by the indwelling, 
abiding^ presence of my Saviour : timidity, back- 
wardness to speak for God in public, and the 
fear of man were destroyed ; and a holy calmness, 
a humble boldness, and deUght to stand up for 
Jesus and the cause of holiness now filled my soul. 
Ever since that time, I have been enabled to 
confess that the Lord makes me to enjoy the 
blessing, and have found by experience that 
confession strengthens faith. Instead of in] uring 
God's cause as the enemy suggested, it has proved 
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a blessing : for others have been led to seek 
the same experience^ and are far more useful 
in God's vineyard than I can ever be. Since 
that day I have had a clear perception of my 
interest in the continual intercession of my High 
Priest before the throne, and the Blessed Spirit 
has showed me that — 

* Whatever the Father views as Thine 
He views with gracious eyes,' — 

My life has also emphatically become a life of faith 
on the Son of God — ^abiding faith, living, loving, 
uniting faith. I see so clearly that my faithful 
God is willing to do for me all He has promised, 
that I cannot doubt as to whether He accomplishes 
the work when I comply with the conditions. 
When I read His word, I hear God speaking to 
me, and in prayer and praise I talk with Him. 
I find often that it is easier praising than pray- 
ing. However feeling changes, G^d enables 
me to believe, and rest assured that the blood 
of Jesus cleanseth me, just now, because Gt)d 
says it does. There are times when the weak 
body depresses the mind, and I have only the 
promise, and the faithfulness of my ever-present 
God to rest on ; bat it is fi'i^m footing, praise 
the Lord I 
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"When I had enjoyed this blessing of perfect 
love a few years, becoming more intimately 
acquainted with God, by reading His word on my 
knees in secret, and seeking from His teachings 
to know the full riches of the legacy left me 
there, my soul was often so filled with love 
to God that I could not find language more 
suitable than that of the Song of Solomon ; and I 
have felt so sweetly conscious that when I have 
said to Jesus, 'Thou, my soul^s Beloved, art 
mine ! ' He has responded, ' I am thine, and 
thou. My redeemed one, art Mine ; ^ and some of 

m 

my sweetest and niost enrapturing moments have 
been spent in this, — endearingly, confidiugly, and 
sweetly giving to, and receiving from Jesus. I 
have also more clearly perceived my need of the 
atonement, to keep me every moment clean ; and 
since then, when reading God^s Word on my 
knees, the Spirit has led me to such words as 
' He that eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood 
dwelleth in Me, and I in Him ; ' (John vi. 56 ;) 
' If a man love Me, he will keep My words : and 
My Father will love him, and We will come unto 
him, and make Our abode with him.^ (John xiv. 
23.) And that promise of the indwelling Spirit, 
^He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you;' 
(John xiv. 17;) 'We have known and believed 
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the love that God hath to us. God is love : and 
he that dwelleth in love dwellethin God, and God 
in him/ (1 John iv. 16.) O, if Jesus were 
visible, I could not be more sweetly conscious 
that He says these and such like words to me ! 
The prayer has been mvoluntarily on my tongue 
or heart, wherever I was, or whatever engaged 
in, ^ Show me Thy glory ! ' I was surprised, 
because I was not conscious what was implied in 
God's glory ; but I have found since by experience 
that the prayer has been answered in clearer dis- 
coveries of God, — His love to me, and His will 
concerning me; in being brought into closer 
fellowship with Himself, and being made more 
capable of receiving His Divine communications. 
Yea, I have seen His glory in a degree such as I 
never anticipated, or had any conception of. In 
reading the Word, and the life of that blessed 
man William Bramwell, I was given to see that, 
instead of having received from God all He had 
to bestow, I had only received a preparation for, 
and capability of receiving at His hands, all the 
glorious blessings Jesus has purchased. I find no 
public means of grace yield such sweet realiza- 
tions of the presence of Deity as the closet does : 
shut out from the world, and even from God's 
dear ones, alone with Himself, talking lovingly 
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with my Lord. O it must be enjoyed, realized, 
to be understood, and then language fails to 
describe it. This sensible, abiding realization of 
the indwelling Spirit does not create excitement, 
but a sweet, calm, resting, confiding, dweUing in 
God. Certainly there have been visits from on 
high, when my whole being has been overpowered 
with the glory of Grod. Once, in a prayer-meet- 
ing, when singing — 

* Befining fire go through my heart, 
niuminate my soul ; 
Scatter Thy life through every part, 
And sanctify the whole,' 

such a power came down upon me as no words 
can describe. I had been incessantly crying 
' Show me Thy glory,' and it was no effort for 
me to believe that God did send the refining fire 
of His Spirit through my heart. I tried to pray, 
but could not for praising, and for some weeks 
after, the language of my soul was. Hallelujah ! 
Since then I have felt that my Saviour is drawing 
me into closer and closer fellowship with Himself ; 
every endearing means is used to bring me nearer, 
and my soul exults in the assurance that this 
sweet fellowship is but the commencement of a 
fellowship which shall increase through eternity. 
God has showed me the privilege of holding 
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communion with the Triune Deity, in those words 
of Jesus I have referred to : ^ If a man love Me, 
he will keep My words : and My Father will love 
Him, and We wiU come unto him and make Our 
abode with him/ Thus has been revealed to me 
the equal love of the Father, Son, and Spirit, 
He rests in His love toward me. The Father 
loves me with an endearing, protecting love. 
(How sweet to reaUze this ! but none but the 
Spirit, Who searches all things, can reveal it.) 
The Son loves me with a yet closer uniting love, 
constantly drawing my' soul into union with Him- 
self ; and the Blessed Spirit which proceedeth 
from the Father and the Son, loves me with an 
assimilating love, and, by His indwelhng presence 
is moulding me into love. He sets before the 
eye of my mind the thirteenth of First Cor- 
inthians, from the fourth to the eighth verses, as 
the mark I am to aim at, and the pattern I must 
imitate. 

^^This day, December 1st, 1873, 1 am sweetly 
assured, — 

* Thou from sin dost save me now 
Thou shall save me evermore.' 

I feel my dependence on Jesus more than ever, 
but I am reposing on Him. Sometimes it is 
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asked me by doubting ones, Do you never at any 
time doubt and fear ? and they can hardly credit 
it when I reply, unhesitatingly, ^No, never: 
perfect love casteth out fear, and, praise the 
Lord ! my loving Saviour so hides me in His 
pavilion, that however the tide of feeling ebbs 
and flows, I am enabled to rest assured that 
Jesus saves me, loves me, and holds me/ The 
eye of faith always perceives the Father reconciled 
through the Son of His love, and He always 
smiles in Jesus. The eye of faith always perceives 
the Son lovingly interceding and pleading my 
cause with the Father; and the blessed Spirit 
assures me that Jesu's blood and advocacy are 
aU-prevalent for me. Thus the Triune Deiiy is 
aU engaged to save me, unworthy as I am. Thus 
have I known the love of the Father in the gift 
of His Spirit to convince me when fighting 
against Him, in the gift of repentance and salva- 
tion, and in long forbearance with my un&ithf ul- 
ness after I had experienced His love. I know 
the love of the Son in redeeming, converting, 
saving, and in ever pleading my cause with God ; 
in dwelling within, in uniting me to Himself. I 
have known and believed the love of the Spirit 
by bearing with me, drawing me to the Father, in 
enabling me to overcome temptation ; in sancti- 
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fying, energizing^ my souL I am pressing onward 
into the fulness oi love. When in prayer the 
request is sometimes inyoluntarily turned into 
praise, and instead of saying ' Lord, do this — aud 
this,' I am led to say, 'Lord, Thou doest it.* 
O how I love Jesus 1 I love the Father and the 
Holy Spirit. I am assured that God loves me ; 
and I long to know more of His lovely character, 
and to be moulded more and more into His 
image ; that I may exhibit His likeness, so that 
others, attracted by the loveliness of Jesus, may 
be induced to love Him.'' 

•* We, who in Christ believe 
That He for ub hath died, 
We aU His unknown peace receive, 
And feel His blood applied, 

^ Exults our rising soul, 
Disburdened of her load. 
And swells unutterably full 
Of glory and of God. 

^ What we have felt and seen, 
With confidence we tell ; 
And publish to the sons of men 
The signs infallible." 



CHAPTER XI. 



OTHER WITNESSES. 



'' Holiness is the life of the Church ; it is this that makes 
the Church a living body, and consequently the means 
and agent of its own growth and happiness. A living 
thing grows from itself, and not by accession from with- 
out as a house or a ship grows. A flower does not grow 
by adding a leaf to it, nor a tree by fastening a branch to 
it, nor man by fixing a limb to his frame. Everything 
that has life grows by a converting process, which trans- 
forms the food into means of nourishment and of growtl 
and enlargement. A holy church lives, and its holiness 
converts all its ordinances and provisions into means of 
deep-rooted, solid, enlarged, and beautiful usefulness." 

Dr. T. W, Jenkyn. 



" He that will work for others* good 
Must be himself renewed : 
So, before all things, thou must try 
Thyself to purify." 

Tholuck. 



OTHER WITNESSES. 

Facts * are better than arguments ; and we will 
give in this chapter some additional examples of 
persons, well known to us, who have been, by the 
mercy of God, led into the enjoyment of His 
fulness of grace. There is a diversity so striking 
in the divine operations in human spirits, that it 
might appear unlikely any great advantage could 
result from the narration of another's rehgious 
experience. But the reverse is true ; few things 
being found more helpful to the man who is 
searching for God and the power to do His will, 
than records of the difficulties of others and' the 
way by which they entered upon the rest of faith. 
We are all partakers of the same nature, all re- 
deemed by the same Sacrifice, and for all men the 
divine Word presents but one way of peace, and 
one way of holiness. Our first example shall be 
that of a 

minister's son, 

who has had a godly up-bringing, and is now 
actively engaged as a business man. The church 

k2 
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with which he is connected holds the truth as to 
deliverance from sin, and prayers for the blessing 
were occasionally heard, but for long it had been 
practically ignored, seldom being looked for as a 
privilege of present attainment. Our friend waH 
one day engaged in the study of the Scriptures, 
when his attention was arrested by the passago, 
^^ Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not/' 
(1 John iii. 6,) and he paused in his reading to 
ask, ^' What can this mean ? Is it possible that 
a man may live in a state of perfect obedience to 
the will of God?^' For many days the matter 
continued its hold upon his attention, until, con- 
scious of an experience so far below it, he -waived 
the question for the present. Not long after 
there was placed in his hands a little book entitled 
" HoUness as taught in the Scriptures,'^ — ^a com- 
pilation of Bible texts showing the duty and 
privilege of Christians to be holy. He read it : 
but perceiving that a complete surrender to God 
was required, he shrank back. He felt he could 
not give up all ! There was also in the way a 
besetting sin, which he had yielded to, until it 
was almost regarded as an infirmity, from which 
death only could free him. This sin gave his 
conscience little trouble when his spirit rested in 
a condition of lukewammess, but no sooner did 
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he feel convictions as to a higher life, and become 
roused to seek it, than conscience placed its finger 
upon that sin, and the bondage became painfully 
evident. For about eighteen months he continued 
thus : his convictions deepening as he contem- 
plated the divine holiness, and leading" him often 
to say, as he contemplated his own vileness, " I 
abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.'' 
He now more plainly saw the cause of his trouble 
lay in the corruption of his nature, and his lan- 
guage was, 

" Weary and sick of sin I am ; 

I hate it, Lord, and yet I love I 
When wilt Thou rid me of my shame ? 

When wilt Thou all my load remove ? 
Destroy the fiend that lurks within, 
And speak the word of power, * Be clean I * '* 

Resolved on an effort 1x) free himself, he made a 
solemn consecration of all to God. This was not 
followed, as he expected, by victory, but by fresh 
manifestations of the power of . sin. He had 
anticipated an overwhelming weight of glory 
which should have rendered him always victorious, 
and, lo ! there was deeper sense of bondage — as 
though he were chained to a hideous body of evil. 
At this juncture, he was providentially led into 
contact with a Christian minister, who was able 
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to point out the source of this failure, in the fact 
that .he was depending on his consecration and 
personal efforts to keep himself, instead of relying 
simply on the power of the Saviour. He saw his 
mistake, and that very evening, before retiring 
to rest, again carefully consecrated himself to 
God, resolving to believe that the sacrifice was 
accepted, because God had said, '^ Come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, and touch not the 
unclean thing ; and I will receive you/' (2 Cor. 
vi.l7.) • 

He arose next morning determined that all 
should be kept on the altar, and that he would, 
during the day, reckon himself to be '^dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord/' (Eom. v. 2.) A right resolve ! The 
morning had not passed before the trial came. 
His old besetting sin arose in power, but there 
was an instant uplooking of his soul, ''I am 
Thine, save me!'' And the temptation fell, 
vanquished, at his feet. The power of the divine 
Spirit seemed to encircle him like a wall of fire ; 
and so complete was the victory, that the new joy 
almost overpowered him ; his mouth was filled 
with praise ; and words which before had seemed 
mysterious now came appropriately to his lips, 
" Thanks be to Qoi which giveth us the victory 
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througli our Lord Jesus Christ ! " (1 Cor. xv. 57.) 
Day after day he proved, that temptations, how- 
ever skilfally framed, must vanish before one 
believing look to Jesus, and he has since joyfully 
testified, with heart and voice, to the constant 
victory resulting from union with Christ — a union 
which neither life nor death can break. A new 
and glorious life has opened before him, one of 
progress and daily victory over sin — a life wholly 
maintained "by the power of God through faith.'' 
, The Savioup is now precious to him as never 
before, his fellowship with God in secret has 
become intimate and joyous, rising at times into 
rapture; and power to work for God has been 
imparted in no ordinary measure. 

Another example of the blessed results of 
simple trust may be given in the case of a 



MAN OP BUSINESS, 



partner in a manufacturing firm in the North of 
England. Since his conversion to Christ many 
years ago, he has, by steady consistency of 
character, and calm," even, earnestness, adorned 
the doctrine of God our Saviour. He has been 
engaged as a lay preacher, and in his chosen de- 
partment of Christian work, has acceptably sorted 
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the churcli of whicli lie is a member. Yet there 
was, until the period of which we write, something 
lacking— he lacked the power of a full conse- 
cration, and the inward rest resulting from the 
Saviour's conscious indwelling. His attention 
being attracted to the question of a higher 
reHgious experience, he turned to the Scriptures 
for light, reading also the literatm'e of the subject. 
His interest increased and his resolution grew 
strong to reach what he now saw to be his pur- 
chased privilege. One Sunday morning he retired 
to his room to plead with God, taking with him a 
number of '' The King's Highway,^' to read the 
experience of one whose feelings had resembled 
his own. That evening he had an appointment to 
preach in a town at some distance from his home, 
and, in connection with his preparations, prayed 
earnestly for the cleansing. It seemed, he said, 
as if he could not live without it. As he prayed, 
he was led to give up himself as a free-will 
offering to his God, and doing so an inward voice 
whispered, ^^ Leave it all to Jesus.'' He arose 
and proceeded to the study of his sermon for the 
evening ; experienced no ecstasy of feeling, but 
went to his work with the understanding that all 
was left in the hands of his Saviour. During a 
meeting for prayer, held after the service, while one 
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was praying, a sweet hallowing" descended upon 
him^ imparting peace, fulness of love, and inward 
assurance, and enabling him joyously to make 
confession, that the faithful God bad answered 
prayer, and bestowed the very blessing he had so 
long- been seeking. From that memorable Sun- 
day, he has been a new man. His spirit has 
dwelt in an atmosphere of rest ; his influence for 
good has doubled ; while his personal efforts for 
the conversion of sinners have, as never before, 
become fruitful in results. In his case, simple 
reliance on Jesus for the fulfilment of His 
promises has been followed by ^^ quietness and 
assurance,*' and accompanied by ^'the teaching 
grace " which has fitted him to be a helper of 
others. 

An instance in many respects different is that 

of & 

minister's widow. 

During the lifetime of her husband, she was 
his active co-worker in various plans of usefulness, 
and was successful, especially, in classes for the 
improvement of the young. Possessed of the 
'^ornament of a quiet spirit,'* associated with 
powers of mind above the average, her Kfe of 
service has not been in vain. Two small biogra- 
phical works have proceeded from her pen. From 
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• 

her own lips we have heard the story of her 
bereavenuent, and how amid its desolation and 
sorrow the Lord the Comforter came to her help. 
The account of the revealing of Christ's full 
saving grace to her heart shall be given in her 
own language, as she wrote it to one of her 
friends : — 

'^You know the circumstances that brought 
changes and sorrow to my life, and of the anguish 
that came to my heart when I knew that in a few 
hours my husband would be taken from my side. 
The weight of agony seemed too great, and I felt 
as if I should sink beneath its load. But the 
Heavenly Comforter came with conscious power 
to my soul and gave me wonderful strength and 
consolation. In that hour of gracious visitation 
I loved the will of God, and rejoiced in the gain 
of my beloved husband, in going to the Lord he 
loved. Jesus of Bethany was consciously present 
by His Spirit in the chamber of death, and when 
He opened the kingdom of heaven to His depart- 
ing servant. He came as the Resurrection and the 
Life, and. gave me a glimpse by faith into the 
happiness of the redeemed. Nev^r can the con- 
solations of that sacred hour be forgotten, when 
Jesus took His servant home; and it was no 
transient consolation ; for then I was brought into 
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abiding nnion with the Lord, For many months 
the loss* of the companion of my life cast deep 
sorrow over my earthly path, but my Saviour was 
near in every conflict, and kept the inward life 
calm and resigned by communion with Himself, 
in His word, and by prayer. Then, from the 
consciousness of the mighty power of the Holy 
Spirit as a Comforter, I longed to know more of 
His power as my Teacher ; I longed to know 
more of Jesus ; to have His words brought to 
my remembrance, and to be made to understand 
whatever He had said there, with increased 
earnestness, and daily deepening desire to be 
taught by the Spirit 'the things of Jesus,' I 
turned to the prayerful study of the Word of 
Grod. A flood of light broke in upon my soul 
while reading the Book of Romans ; the Spirit of 
instruction shone in upon my mind, led me into 
depths of Divine truthj and showed me the riches 
of my inheritance through faith in Christ. In 
the light of the Divine teaching, for which I had 
so earnestly prayed, I saw my privilege as a child 
of God to be 'cleansed from all sin,' through 
' the blood of Jesus Christ His Son.' In thus 
being made pure in heart, the blessing became 
mine of seeing God in all things ; and then I 
knew by faith that He has prepared for all who 
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love Him such good things as pass man's under- 
standing — only revealed by the Spirit. Realizing 
my boundless wealth in the Divine promises over- 
whelmed my soul with -joy ; ' And this is mine I 
and this I ' I kept exclaiming as I knelt before 
the open Bible ; for then I knew that ' through 
faith' I had ^obtained promises' which were 
once ' afar off/ In answer to my prayer for the 
' Comforter which is the Holy Ghost,' to be my 
teacher, I was led to reahze the power of Christ's 
indwelling in my heart by His Spirit. Unutter- 
able is the peace, the rest of soul I now enjoy, 
and ail through believing that ' the blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.' 
Thirsting after holiness, and longing for spiritual 
joys, have been the prevaihng feelings in my 
religious experience for year6 ; but that even now, 
in this life, I should have received such deep €uid 
holy satisfaction, is a crowning mercy of my life. 
How faithful is He Who hath promised ! 

* He makes me all His sweetness know 
He makes my oiip with joy o'erflow.* 

I cannot but believe that I have received at my 
Saviour's hands the gift of ^ perfect love ' which 
has ' cast out fear,' and sorrow, and brought in 
the purity so called by St. John. The blessing 
made my heart at rest before I knew by what 
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name to call it. May every mourning heart find 
in the fulness of redeeming love the same rich 
consolation, the same sense of purity and peace ! '* 
This is a touching testimony. Brought into 
perfect rest by the ministry of sbrrow ! ' The 
chastisement of the Lord' is not joyous at the 
time the Father's hand inflicts it, ' nevertheless 
afterwards it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness.' " (Hebrews xii. 11.) 
The case of a young-^ 

LAY PREACHER. 

Bhall next be adduced. He is of earnest spirit, 
and actively engaged in his Lord's work. He 
had expressed a desire through a relative to have 
a conversation with the writer on the subJQct of 
holiness, and calling one lovely Sunday morning, 
we walked together to a little chapel in the 
country. Our friend had expressed a wish to 
hear a sermon on the subject, and we said, '' It is 
not preaching you want : but to go simply to 
Christ and let Him do the wotk." He told of 
perplexity and failure, and how he had been 
unable to realize anything like an assurance that 
his soul was really cleansed through the blood of 
Christ. His case was that of thousands : great 
sinceriiy and lionest endeavour, all resulting 
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in failure for lack of confiding trust in the Lord 
Jesus. We conversed freely as we walked, until 
our companion suddenly paused and said with 
great earnestness. 

'' You see. Sir, my great diflSculty is, that I 
cannot trust Christ I '* 

'' Excuse me" was the reply, "but you 
surprise me. You have known Christ for years, 
and you cannot trust Him I Suppose that as we 
two are walking aloug this road, conversing on a 
subject of interest to each, you were to stop, and 
looking at me, say, ' My great difficulty is, that 
I cannot trust you I ' What should I think ? 
That it was time the conversation ended, and I 
wished you good morning I '' 

" I have never seen it in that light before,'^ 
our friend replied. " And have I really only to 
trust Christ ? " he asked. 

''Certainly: we are saved by believing His 
word.'* 

Some weeks passed, and thai} moming^s lesson 
of simple faith was not forgotten. Then came. a 
letter in which he says: — 

" To the praise and glory of God I wish to tell 
you of His dealings with me. When I look 
back and remember all the way He has led me, 
I stand amazed. When I was very young. His 



OTHEB WITNESSES. 143 

Holy Spirit often strove with me, and led me out 
in prayer. But the principle of sin within me 
was too strong, and I rushed headlong into vice 
and gave the r^ins to my sins. But when I was 
ripening myself for hell, the Lord in His mercy 
arrested me and said, ^ Hitherto shalt thou go, and 
no further ; ' saying to the proud waves of sin 
'Be ye stayed.' I was gradually brought to the 
foot of the cross, and as a helpless, undone, guilty, 
hell-deserving sinner, I was enabled to cast 
myself on Jesus, and experienced pardoning 
mercy. -But while I felt the power of sin in me 
was broken, yet I was deeply sensible of its 
existence, and many times, throwing away my 
confidence, I relapsed into my former sins. . . 
I continued thus to sin and repent, to doubt and 
trust, to rejoice and mourn, untU by God's provi- 
dence I met with 'The King's Highway.' I 
was instructed. I saw where I had missed it ; 
and at once set about seeking full salvation. Bye- 
and-bye, after many struggles I was led to see 
that it is obtained by simple faith in Jesus. 
Accordingly I came to Him, confessed my own 
sinfuhiess, laid myself on the altar, placed every- 

and asked Him, to accept the sacrifice, and to 
fulfil in me the promise, ' If a man love Me, he 
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will keep My words: and My Father will love 
him, and We will come unto him, and make Our 
abode with him/ I said, ^ Now, Jesus, Thou art 
my Saviour and Redeemer : I come to Thee, and 
ask Thee to come into my heart in the power and 
Person of Thy Holy Spirit, destroy all sin, and 
fill Thy temple with Thy glory, I plead the 
blood which merits for me this fall salvation. I 
plead the promise. Here it is, Jesus, as plain as 
possible ! Thou canst not break Thy word, I 
plead Thy love. It is Thy joy, and pleasure and 
will thus to save me, and this moment I trust 
Thee to do Thine own work.' 

" I need scarcely tell you that my prayer was 
answered. The Lord came into my soul, not like 
lightning, but as the gentle dew ; but that He has 
come is a glorious reality. Since then I have had 
such views of the love and goodness of the Triune 
Deity to me as have made my body tremble, and 
my faith has almost staggered lest I should be 
guilty of presumption in appropriating to myself 
such infinite love and mercy. But, blessed be 
God ! the Holy Spirit says to me, ' It cannot be 
presumption to believe what God tells me in Hi a 
word.' There He says to me, 'Son, thou art 
ever with Me, and all that I have is thine ! ' I 
reply, 'Lord, it is enough: I believe Thee: and 
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thus I launch out into the deeps of infinite mercy 
and love. 0, let everything that hath breath 
praise the Lord I I can now sing, 

* All my treasure is above, 
All my riches is Thy love.* 

The greatest desire of my heart and delight of my 
soul are, to lie in the dust, feeling myself nothing, 
and that God is all in all. The lower I can get, the 
better satisfied I am. I am able, as Dr. Clarke 
says, to set myself down at nothing, and all above 
that is clear gain. I am labouring now to ' com- 
prehend with all saints what is the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height } and to know the 
love of Christ, which passeth knowledge.' '* 

The logic" of facts ! When a privilege is set 
forth in Holy Scripture, we naturally ask. Are 
there living witnesses of its realization ? Years 
ago the question was often asked as to the enjoy- 
ment of conscious pardon : now the inquiry is 
made concerning the life of hohness. Are there 
men who enjoy it, who love it, who are its con- 
sistent witnesses ? Thank God there are thou- 
sands, and the number is increasing. 

Many such instances might be adduced to 
show that when a believer hears the voice of the 
Spirit calling him to a Hf e of freedom and power, 
he may, whatever his temperament or circum- 



" THAT our life might be 

One looking up to Thee ! 
Ever hast'ning to the day, 

When our eyes shall see Thee near ; 
Come, Kedeemer, come away, 

Glorious in Thy saints appear. 

" Leave not Thy work undone, 

But ever love Thine own ; 
Let us all Thy goodness prove, 

Let us to the end believe ; 

Show Thine everlasting love. 

Save us, to the utmost save." 

Wesley. 

" The more constant and entire our sanctification or con- 
secration to Christ, the more rapid will be the expansion 
of all our powers and susceptibilities under the light and 
teachings of the Word, Spirit, and Providence of God ; 
and consequently, the more rapid will be our growth in 
holiness. ... No person renders full obedience to this 
precept (grow in grace) according to its real spirit, unless 
his holiness is both constant and entire." — ^A. Mahan, 
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We shall be prepared for considering, in tlils 
closing chapter, the relation between the higher 
experience of religion, and usefulness. While the 
children of God agree in general resemblance to 
their Father and to one another, there is found 
among them considerable diversity. Difference 
arising from natural temperament, from degrees 
of talent, from education and the want of it, are 
seen, while the manifestation of the divine life in 
man takes various forms. The separate graces 
of the Holy Spirit are not found displayed in 
equal prominence in the lives transformed by His 
power. One believer is distinguished by strength 
of faith, another by unfaltering righteousness, 
a third by flaming zeal, and yet another by 
gentleness of love. The possessors of these 
graces may be, in the sight of God, equally 
acceptable. Those who excel in ardent zeal and 
imtiring activity and those who patiently endure 
protracted affictions may be on the same level in 
intrinsic goodness. Other points of difference 
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are less pleasant to contemplate. We cannot 
close our eyes to the fact that some Christians are 
more faithful than others, and, consequently more 
influential for good. What every Christian ought 
to be, and may be, if he will submit to God, is 
'' a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for 
the Master^s use, and prepared unto every good 
work." (2 Tim. ii. 21.) The '' vessel of gold'' 
has the clear ring of the purest metal — a character 
in which is exhibited, so far as human imperfection 
will allow, the Christian life genuine and com- 
plete. Such persons are found amid all varieties 
of rank, circumstance, and creed, and sometimes 
among those most despised. Christ^s choicest 
jewels are occasionally found where no one thinks 
of looking for them, the mistake being made that 
the Most High estimates men according to their 
social position. The cross of Christ has not lost 
its ancient heritage of shame, and even to-day 
there are those who may claim as theirs the 
benediction, ''Blessed are ye when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all 
manner of evil against you felsely, for My sake.'' 
(Matt. V. ii.) How many whose names are most 
fragrant to-day, standing highest in the roll of 
Christian worthies, were in their own day, and by 
their co temporaries, like the Master, ''despised and 
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rejected!^' Some of God^s Right Honourables 
are among those of whom it is said, 

" There are who suffer for Thy sake, 
Enjoy Thy glorious infamy 1 ** 

Others are called to painful afflictions, to '' glorify 
God in the fires ; '^ whose appointed path is thorny 
and difficult throughout, covered with trial, per- 
plexity, grief. Nature shrinks fearfully from such 
a discipline, and prays in a different spirit from 
the Eedeemer, " If it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me ! '' Do we not err in counting afflictions 
altogether evil, and in regarding those who suffer 
as persons under the displeasure of the Almighty ? 
Not whom the Lord hateth, but whom He '^ loveth 
He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He 
receiveth.^' (Heb. xii. 6.) The central mistake 
of Job^s friends lay in this, that they saw in his 
reverses a display of Divine anger against sin. 
Some of God^s children are probably not to be 
trusted with mucli trial ; they could not bear it ; 
while there are others who by God's grace are 
made strong to suffer, and He Who loves them 
lays it on most heavily, honouring them with 
promotion, from the difficulty of labour to the 
harder task of suffering. The devil was permitted 
to persecute Job almost to death, God knew he 
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would hold fast 1 He s4^nds now in a place of 
high hoEfour : '' Te have heard of the patience of 
Job I '' (James v. 11.) Let the sufferer, im- 
prisoned during God's good pleasure in the sick 
chamber, expect sufficient grace ; and afflictions, 
well-endured, shall bring great glory to God. 
We were called once to visit one who had been 
long a sufferer. Months and years came and went, 
and she remained unable to feed herself, or change 
her position in the bed. But grace abounded, 
and in her a beautiful patience and serenity 
wore seen. The sympathy we felt on seeing that 
emaciated, form was deepened when we found that 
the power of speech had been taken away. When 
we had spoken of God's unchanging love, the 
sufferer took a pencil, and tremblingly wrote on 
a slip of paper, — ^ I should feci qidte frightened 
often now, if I had not a Saviour to rest upon. 
My heart and flesh do indeed fall, hut ' Ood is the 
strength of my heart and my pm^tion for ever J 
Truly— 

* lam a poor sinner ^ and nothing at all^ 
But Jesus CJirist is my all in alW ** 

The Master has also His shining vessels, — those 
whose example is peculiarly bright. Mountains 
are distinguished for loftiness, flowers by beauty. 
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tlie sea by depth and vastness^ but the sun's glory- 
is its brightness. It shines. Men to whom the 
great Father gives the honour of representing 
what His religion is, have a path which '^ is as the 
shining light, that shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day.^' (Prov. iv. 18.) When a work- 
man succeeds in producing upon a brilUant a high 
polish, he holds it up as a specimen of his skill ; 
and thus does God with His hoUest people. They 
are " His workmanship created in Christ Jesus to 
good works.'' (Eph. ii. 10.) And their Sancti- 
fier points to them as to the patriarch of old : 
'^Hast thou considered my servant? a perfect 
man, and an upright, one that feareth God, and 
escheweth evil ? " (Job i. 8.) Such men were 
Samuel Eutherford and R. M. McOheyne in 
Scotland, Brainerd and Payson in America, 
Tauler of Strasburg, Fenelon of Cambray, and 
Fletcher of Madeley. The men of spotless life 
and eminent goodness, whose light shines so 
clearly that all must acknowledge in them the 
Divine handiwork, are honourable among His 
servants. 

It is the will of our Father that all His 
children should be serviceable in His work; 
and no man can Hve a life genuinely holy without 
exerting a beneficent influence. '' Herein is My 
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Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit : so shall 
ye be My disciples!'' (John xv. 8.) If we take 
one form of usefulness, — that of winning men to 
Christ, we shall find that all are not equally fruit- 
ful. There are men of splendid talents whose 
success bears no proportion to their gifts, while 
men of mean ability are seen accomplishing great 
things. This is a work in which all may engage, 
and in which all, to a ^eater or less degree, may 
bring forth fruit. And what greater honour 
remains for a Christian than that of a soul-saver 7 
The work has appended to it a vast reward: 
'^ They that be wise shall shine as the firmament, 
and they that turn many to righteousness as the 
stars'for ever and ever.'' (Daniel xii. 3.) "Let 
him know that he which converteth the sinner 
from the error of his way shall save a soul from 
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins." 
(James v. 20.) There are among God's living 
servants, as there have been in the past, men who 
have the distinguished honour of leading many to 
the Saviour. We read with burning hearts of 
Bramwell, carrying the converting energy with 
him — the instrument in the salvation of thousands. 
Carvosso and Reeves among Class-leaders, with 
meagre educational advantages, were the means 
of leading hundreds into the light of God's 
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peace. John Oxtoby, the 'Spraying Johnny'^ 
of the Primitive Methodists, who had one 
talent, and, with no preaching power, used his 
gift of prayer till strong men fell before him, 
and scores of conversions followed his labours 
everywhere. Men of this stamp are found in 
all the churches, some of them of feeble talent 
in human estimation, but great in pow^jr with God 
and man. 

Do these things stir our hearts? Do we 
aspire after the honour that cometh from above ? 
It must be possible for us to reach a higher level 
in conformity to God's will, and in influence for 
Him. Men of power are needed. There are 
everywhere common-place, feeble Christians, who 
take impressions from all, giving none to others 
— except it be making the impression that religion 
is feebleness. Men are wanted who shall be 
''strong in the Lord,'* and shall impress their 
own character on others. Ambition in this 
direction is not only lawful but commendable. 
Will the reader be a vessel of honour ? Will you 
choose this for your life-path, follow it with 
absorbing devotion, and grasp the prize ? The 
question then will bo. How can I be thus 
distinguished ? The answer is, the " vessel 
unto honour'* is ''sanctified, and moot for 
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the Master's use, and prepared for every good 
work/' 

The vessel must be 

CONSECRATED, 

or sanctified — separated to God's service. This 
appears to .be the primary meaning of the word 
as used in the Scriptures. ^^God blessed the 
seventh day and sanctified it,'' — separated it to 
holy purposes — ^^ because that in it He had rested 
from all His wOrk which God created and made." 
(Gen. ii. 3.) "Thou shalt anoint the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and the ark of the testimony, 
and the table and all^ his vessels, and the altar of 
incense, and the altar of burnt ofEering with all 
his vessels, and the laver and his foot : and thou 
shalt sanctify them that they may be most holy ; 
whatsoever toucheth them shall be holy." (Exod. 
XXX. 27.) 

All this points to the truth that to be sancti- 
fied is to be separated to the service of God. 
The claim of God, as we have seen, reaches oyer 
absolutely all we are and have ; and the needs of 
His Church, and the condition of the world call 
for men thus wholly given up to the Master's 
service. Men of all ranks and ages are needed, 
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professional men, commercial men, working men^ 
who standing amid the light of God's love, and 
seeing life in its true solemnity, shall say, ^^ Here 
are my business, my work, my family ; there are 
the voices which call me to the pursuit of pleasure^ 
honour, or wealth : here is my life, with its op- 
portunities and energies, and there are the just 
demands of my Creator and Redeemer: what 
shall I do ? I elect to be fully the Lord's : my 
life, henceforth shall be dedicated to Him/^ 
This is consecration to God. And without this 
deliberate choice and full surrender, there cannot 
be wiUinghood to do all the Master requires. He 
has work to be done from which flesh and blood 
will recoil, and only when the soul and life are 
placed at His disposal does perfect obedience 
become possible^ and a pleasure. When this is 
done, the words of Alleine's well known covenant 
become reality. ''Make me what Thou wilt. 
Lord, and set me where Thou wilt : I put myself 
wholly into Thy hands ; put me to what Thou 
wilt ; rank me with whom Thou wilt ; put me to 
doing, put me to sufEering ; let me be employed 
by Thee or laid aside for Thee, exalted for Thee, 
or trodden under foot for Thee ; let me be full, 
let me be empty ; let me have all things, let me 
have nothing ; I freely and heartily resign all to 
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Thy pleasure and jiisposal/' The vessel unto 
honour must also be 

■ CLEANSED, 

in order to be '' meet for the Master's service/' 
If, amid the solemnities of an ancient Jewish 
feast, when the congregation had assembled, and 
the priests were engaged in the service of the 
sanctuary, a Levite brought one of the consecrated 
vessels on which the priest should discern soil or 
dust, he would have said, '' Take this away : it is 
not clean : it is unfit for the Master's use." And 
the holy Saviour requires clean vessels for His 
service to-day. His own character is one of 
perfect, spotless purity, and His life from its 
beginning to the sorrowful end was unbrokenly 
holy. They have discovered spots in the &ce of 
the sun, but none in that blameless life! If men 
would be among His chosen ones, engaged in 
His work, He gives them this direction. "If 
any man serve Me, let Him follow Me." (John 
sai. 26.) Desire can reach no higher than to 
aspire after His holiness — " even as He is pure." 
And this is the qualification for His work. The 
presence of a hundred others cannot compensate 
for the lack of this : the vessel may be of earthy 
wood^ silver^ or gold^ but it must he clean ! Thus 
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separated and pure, it only remains tliat the 
consecrated vessel be 

FILLED. 

The vessels dedicated to the service of the Jewish 
Temple had their use in holding the oil for 
anointing, or for the golden candlesticks, and the 
precious spices for the incense. Where is the 
use of a vessel, but to be filled ? And souls 
honoured in God's work are made to receive and 
give forth holy influence. Filled with zeal, with 
faith and love ; filled with meekness, gentleness^ 
patience ; filled with power. All this is gathered 
up in one word, — '' Be filled with the Spirit.'' 
Zacharias, Paul, Barnabas, Stephen, and hundreds 
of the early disciples were ''full of the Holy 
Ghost,'' and this is the preparation *' for every 
good work." The vessel filled with grace is 
ready — ready to do or suffer. Such a man will 
be ready to visit the sick and poor, or to speak 
for his Saviour; ready to teach, to pray, to dis- 
tribute, to work, to endure — ready for anything 
the Master appoints ! 

Here is the way to honour and immortality, 
the way to be '' great in the sight of the Lord ! " 
Do you desire this ? Then at once give up your- 
self and all you possess to Christ. Be a Hving 
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sacrifice. You may then plead the promises whicli 
ofEer purity. Ask that the sanctifying Spirit may 
enter and make Hia temple holy. Thas set apart 
and cleansed^ ask for the Spirit^s indwelling 
presence, which shall furnish you for the Lord's 
work. Full of faith go forth to labour. The 
fields are white unto harvest ! Thousands around 
need saving : here is the power which can do it 
— ^the grace which can bring them in. Go forth in 
your Lord's Name, and in His strength, and you 
shall '' doubtless come again rejoicing bringing 
your sheaves with you.^ 



if 



" House to some work of high and holy love^ 

And thoa an angePs happiness shalt know, 
Shalt bless the earth while in the world above ; 

The good begun by thee shall onward flow 
In many a branching stream, and wider grow ; 

The seed that, in these few and fleeting hours, 
Thy hands unsparing and nnwearied sow. 

Shall deck thy grave with amaranthine flowers, 
And yield thee fruits divine in heaven*8 immortal bowers.** 
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